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Simon  Nkoli  one 
of  few  acquitted  in 
South  Africa  trial 


Nkoli  discusses  the  treason  trial '  the  fate  of  the 
UDF,  and  his  work  for  gay  liberation 


Simon  Nkoli  (L)  with  his  sister  during  the  trial 


Gay  Anti-Apartheid 
Organizer  Freed 


Appalachian  Trail  killer 
convicted 

Man  who  shot  lesbian  hikers  gets  life  without  parole 


By  Chris  Bull 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa  — 
Black  gay  anti-apartheid  activist  Simon 
Nkoli  and  10  of  his  co-defendants  were  ac¬ 
quitted  of  charges  of  terrorism  and  treason 
with  intent  to  overthrow  the  government  of 
South  Africa.  Seven  of  Nkoli’s  co¬ 
defendants  were  convicted  of  terrorism  and 
four  of  treason  —  both  of  which  carry  max¬ 
imum  penalties  of  death.  The  Nov.  17  ver¬ 
dict  brought  to  an  end  the  four-year 
“Delmas  Treason  Trial”  —  the  biggest 
treason  trial  in  South  Africa  since  that 
against  Nelson  Mandela  25  years  ago. 
Defense  attorneys  may  appeal  the  convic¬ 
tions. 

Speaking  to  GCN  by  phone  shortly  after 
his  acquittal,  Nkoli  expressed  mixed  feelings 
about  the  verdict.  “I  haven’t  adjusted  to  the 
situation  yet.  I  am  glad  to  be  acquitted,  but  I 
don’t  feel  good  about  being  divided  from 
the  others.  We  must  continue  to  support 
them.  It’s  all  we  can  do.” 

Roy  Shepherd,  a  South  African  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  and  friend  of  Nkoli,  told  GCN,  “I 
believe  Simon’s  feelings  are  summed  up 
perfectly  by  the  photo  [picked  up  by  wire 
services]  of  him  after  the  verdict  comforting 
a  close  friend  of  his,  the  sister  of  one  of 
those  convicted.  There  is  a  conflict  between 
joy  for  freedom  and  great  sadness  for  his 
friends.” 

Members  of  the  Vaal  Civic  Association  — 
originally  know  as  the  “Vaal  22”  —  were  ar¬ 
rested  in  June  of  1984  for  organizing  a  rent 
boycott  and  a  non-violent  march  to  protest 
government  rent  increases.  Four  Black 
government  officials  were  killed  during 
violence  that  followed  the  rent  hike.  The 
government  claims  the  22  people  —  in¬ 
cluding  Nkoli  —  were  arrested  for  inciting 
violence  and  arson.  Most  of  the  22  have 
spent  between  three  and  four  years  in  prison 
awaiting  a  resolution  of  the  case.  (See  GCN, 
June  27,  1987,  Aug.  5,  1987,  and  Sept.  13, 
1987)  Nkoli  said  members  of  the  group  were 
arrested  for  opposing  the  government  by 
organizing  a  rent  boycott  and  a  non-violent 
protest  march. 

Three  of  those  convicted  were  members 
of  the  United  Democratic  Front  (UDF),  the 
major  legal  anti-apartheid  group  in  South 
Africa.  Justice  Kees  Van  Dijkhorst,  one  of 
the  trial  judges,  labelled  the  UDF  a  “revolu¬ 
tionary  organization,”  whose  goal  is  to 
overthrow  the  white  minority  government 
through  street  violence.  Along  with  the  ban¬ 
ned  African  National  Congress  (ANC), 
UDF  is  accused  of  plotting  to  overthrow  the 
government.  Nkoli  said  that  although  he 
does  not  condone  violence,  he  supports  the 
goals  of  the  UDF  for  a  free  South  Africa. 

The  defense  attorneys  for  the  group  ac¬ 
cused  Van  Dijkhorst  of  illegally  dismissing 
the  only  judge  in  the  trial  who  might  be  sym¬ 


pathetic  to  them.  Nkoli  said  Van 
Dijkhorst’s  unethical  conduct  may  form  the 
basis  for  an  appeal. 

Nkoli  said  the  verdict  does  not  leave  him 
hopeful  for  the  future  of  the  UDF.  “I  think 
the  [government]  is  attempting  to  eliminate 
them.  They  will  arrest  other  leaders.  The 
verdict  was  a  judgment  against  the  UDF,” 
said  Nkoli.  He  explained  that  he  intends  to 
use  caution  in  his  future  political  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  anti-apartheid  movement 
because  he  could  be  arrested  at  any  time.  “I 
don’t  want  to  be  arrested  again.  You  see,  we 
live  in  a  police  state  which  can  do  anything  it 
wants  at  any  time,”  said  Nkoli. 

But  Nkoli  said  he  would  continue  work 
on  behalf  of  those  who  were  convicted. 
“We  must  do  what  we  can  practically.  We 
are  not  allowed  to  see  them  as  visitors  but  we 
can  collect  shoes,  clothes  and  toiletries  for 
them.  We  can  spend  time  with  their  families. 
[The  appeal  is]  going  to  be  a  long  process,” 
he  said. 

International  les/gay  support 

Nkoli  said  letters  from  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  organizations  from  around  the 
world  kept  him  going  during  his  three  years 
in  prison  and  year  of  strict  parole.  “I  receiv¬ 
ed  support  from  everywhere  —  the  U.S.,  the 
U.K.,  Europe.  I  got  letters  and  Christmas 
cards.  People  said  they  would  be  thinking  of 
me  on  Nov.  17.  I  am  very  grateful  to  the 
worldwide  gay  community.  Others  in  the 
group  didn’t  have  such  support,”  said 
Nkoli. 

Several  groups  in  South  Africa,  the  U.S. 
and  Canada  have  supported  Nkoli.  The  In¬ 
ternational  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
(ILGA)  coordinated  a  publicity  campaign 
on  his  behalf  and  the  U.S.  National  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  in¬ 
cluded  a  demand  for  Nkoli’s  release.  The 
New  York  chapter  of  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  (MACT)  and  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG) 
strongly  supported  Nkoli  as  did  the  Simon 
Nkoli  Defense  Committee  in  Canada. 

Renee  McCoy,  executive  director  of  the 
NCBLG,  said  Nkoli’s  freedom  is  important 
for  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  fighting  op¬ 
pression  around  the  world.  “I  think  it’s 
wonderful.  Because  he  is  an  openly  gay 
Black  man  in  South  Africa  he  sets  an  exam¬ 
ple  for  those  struggling  against  dual  oppres¬ 
sions  in  this  country.  We  are  not  just  sexual¬ 
ly  oppressed  and  we  are  not  just  racially  op¬ 
pressed.  The  future  lies  in  combining  the 
agenda  as  Simon  has  in  South  Africa, AI  said 
McCoy. 

Nkoli  added  that  many  of  the  Vaal  22 
were  also  supportive  of  his  gay  activism. 
“Three  of  my  best  friends  in  the  group  were 
Continued  on  page  7 


By  Chris  Bull 

GETTYSBURG,  Pa.  —  A  county  court 
Oct.  28  found  Stephen  Roy  Carr  guilty  of 
first-degree  murder  and  sentenced  him  to 
life  in  prison  without  parole  for  the  May  13 
murder  of  Rebecca  Wight.  Wight  and  her 
lover,  Claudia  Brenner,  were  camped  on  the 
Appalachian  Trail  in  northeastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  when  Carr  shot  them  both.  (See 
GCN,  Aug.  7,  1988) 

During  an  interview  with  GCN,  Brenner, 
who  survived  the  attack,  said  that  although 
“nothing  will  make  up  for  the  loss  of  Rebec¬ 
ca’s  life,”  the  sentence  sends  a  strong 
message  to  those  who  perpetrate  violence 
against  women  and  lesbians.  Carr,  29,  waiv¬ 
ed  his  right  to  a  jury  trial  in  return  for  an 
agreement  by  District  Attorney  Roy  Keefer 
not  to  seek  the  death  penalty.  Keefer  also 
agreed  to  withdraw  charges  of  aggravated 
assault  and  attempted  murder  on  Brenner. 
However,  Carr  retained  the  right  to  appeal 
the  case. 

“There  will  never  be  compensation  for 
the  fact  that  Rebecca  is  dead.  I  am  glad  he 
[Carr]  will  never  be  free  again.  The  system 
recognized  the  horribleness  of  the  crime.  As 
gay  people  we  are  so  used  to  being  beaten 
down  by  the  system,  it  feels  nice  to  have  it  on 
our  side  for  once,”  said  Brenner. 

Wight,  29,  and  Brenner,  31,  were  camped 
along  the  Appalachian  Trail  when  Carr,  who 
had  been  following  the  women  all  day,  Fired 
several  shots  at  them.  After  trying  to  revive 
Wight,  Brenner,  who  was  shot  four  times, 
walked  four  miles  before  she  flagged  down  a 
motorist  who  drove  her  to  a  nearby  police 
station.  Wight,  who  was  an  architecture  stu¬ 
dent  at  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute,  was 
dead  when  police  reached  the  camp  site. 

Judge  Oscar  Spicer  rejected  an  attempt  by 
Carr’s  attorney,  Michael  George,  to  use  a 
“provocation  defense”  —  often  known  as  a 
“homosexual  panic  defense.”  George 
argued  that  the  women  provoked  the  attack 
by  having  sex  in  front  of  Carr.  George  also 
attempted  to  explain  the  motivation  for  the 


attack  by  saying  Carr  was  sexually  abused  as 
a  child  and  that  his  mother  was  a  lesbian. 
Spicer  ruled  that  George’s  claims  failed  to 
justify  the  attack. 

“I  am  so  angry  at  those  arguments, 
it’s  hard  for  me  to  put  it  Into  words,”  said 
Brenner.  “It’s  a  total  denial  of  reality.  It 
represents  homophobia  and  a  ‘blaming  the 


Rebecca  Wight,  killed  while  camping  on 
Appalachian  Trail 


victim’  attitude.  George  was  trying  to  for¬ 
mulate  a  defense  in  the  face  of  having  no 
defense.” 

George  eventually  argued  that  Carr  was 
hunting  for  deer  and  had  accidentally  shot 
the  women.  Keefer  said,  “After  hearing  their 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Quote  of  the  week 


“So  far  we  still  don’t  have  an  official 
registration.  But  so  far  there  are  other  much 
more  important  things  going  on  (strikes. 
Solidarity,  the  government  is  falling).  I 
think  that  we’ll  get  registration  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  when  the  situation  becomes  a  bit 
clearer.” 

—  Polish  gay  leader  Slavek  Starosta, 
in  a  letter  to  GCN  correspondent  Richard 
Steinman,  commenting  on  what  he  said  was 
the  "premature”  report  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Chronicle  in  May  that  the  Polish 
government  had  approved  registration  of  a 
gay/lesbian  organization. 


something  that’s  been  only  a  statistic  — 
bring  it  down  to  people’s  emotions.”  Since 
the  play  has  been  cancelled,  “It’s  like  there’s 
been  a  death  for  all  of  us,”  he  said. 

Teget,  the  student  director,  said  the 
students  at  first  sought  to  go  on  with  the 
play  at  another  location.  A  facility  was 
found,  but  Teget  said  he  does  not  now  ex¬ 
pect  the  students  to  go  ahead  with  it 
because,  “We  just  don’t  feel  we  can  get 
back  into  the  mood  of  the  play.  A  lot  of 
students  are  really  mad.” 

Teget  also  claimed  that  the  decision  to 
cancel  the  play  was  influenced  by  powerful 
members  of  the  school  board,  including 
Nancy  Lightfoot,  wife  of  U.S.  Rep.  Jim 
Lightfoot  (R-lowa).  He  said  some  people 
felt  the  publicity  surrounding  the  play 
would  adversely  affect  the  city’s  attempt  to 
attract  new  business. 

Teget  pointed  out  another  problem,  “The 
appeals  procedure  through  the  school  board 
was  closed  to  us  because  Mr.  Wilson,  in  an 
effort  to  keep  the  community  in  one  body, 
withdrew  the  play.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Gay  prisoners 
separated 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  Australia  —  The 
Minister  for  Corrective  Services  here  wrote 
to  a  gay  prisoner  that  he  and  his  lover  —  also 
a  prisoner  —  were  separated  to  prevent  dis¬ 
crimination  against  heterosexual  prisoners. 

The  prisoner  had  written  to  the  Minister 
requesting  an  explanation  for  his  forced 
separation  from  his  lover.  The  two  gay  men 
have  been  placed  in  different  NSW  State 
jails. 

The  Minister  in  his  reply  wrote  that  under 
no  circumstances  would  known  homosexual 
lovers  be  placed  together  in  the  prison 
system.  “I  am  sure  you  can  appreciate,”  the 
Minister  said  in  his  letter,  “if  heterosexual 
conjugal  visits  are  not  permitted,  homosex¬ 
uals  should  not  be  unfairly  advantaged.” 

□  Kendall  Lovett 


High  school 
production  with 
AIDS  theme  won’t 
go  on 

SHENANDOAH,  Iowa  —  High  school 
administrators  in  this  town  of  6000  can¬ 
celled  the  fall  drama  class  production  of 
Warren  —  A  True  Story ,  a  play  by  Rebecca 
Ranson  about  the  death  of  a  person  with 
AIDS.  According  to  the  Southern  Voice, 
the  decision  was  made  informally  by  School 
Superintendent  Joseph  Kirchoff,  Principal 
Ronald  Lottridge  and  drama  instructor 
Fred  Wilson. 

Kirchoff  said  the  play  is  unacceptable 
because  it  condones  homosexuality  and  is 
inappropriate  for  high  school  audiences. 
“The  only  negative  aspect  of  homosexual 
relations  presented  throughout  the  whole 
play  is  that  one  man  died  of  AI DS,  ’  ’  he  said . 
Kirchoff  claimed  that  community  outcry 
against  the  script  led  the  school  board  to  ex¬ 
amine  it.  But  Wilson  said,  “I  think  the  op¬ 
position  was  small,  powerful  and  closeted.” 
Wilson  also  said  he  had  never  personally  ex¬ 
perienced  opposition  or  negative  reaction  to 
the  play. 

The  students  protested  the  decision  by 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  school  board 
Oct.  10  that  was  signed  by  200  people.  Steve 
Teget,  student  director  of  the  play,  said  “It 
was  an  act  of  censorship  and  a  very  bad 
thing  to  do  —  a  bad  judgment  call  by  both 
the  board  and  the  administration.” 

Warren  is  based  on  the  life  of  Warren 
Johnston,  a  friend  of  Ranson’s  who  died  in 
1984.  Ranson  said  she  wrote  the  play  as  a 
gift  to  him  and  to  appeal  to  “mass  audi¬ 
ences.”  “It’s  a  story  about  a  man,  his  family 
and  friends  and  the  way  they  deal  with  his 
diagnosis  and  death  from  AIDS,”  she  said. 
The  play  has  been  produced  more  than  25 
times  around  the  country,  though  never  by  a 
high  school  group. 

The  nine  students  involved  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  were  enthusiastic  about  the  play,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Southern  Voice,  and  they  had  been 
rehearsing  since  April.  They  returned  to 
school  this  September  ready  to  perform  it. 
According  to  Wilson,  who  had  chosen  the 
play  and  was  ready  to  direct  it,  “The 
students  were  committed.  We  had  gone  way 
beyond  the  script.  It  was  an  important  issue. 
1  think  it’s  important  to  put  a  name  on 
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Australian  unions 
endorse  policy  on 
AIDS 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  The  national 
council  of  trade  unions  in  Australia,  the 
ACTU,  recently  endorsed  a  policy  on  AIDS, 
recognizing  it  as  only  one  of  a  range  of  com¬ 
municable  diseases  to  which  workers  may  be 
exposed. 

The  trade  union  policy  states  that 
although  HIV  infection  may  lead  to  AIDS, 
it  is  less  infectious  than  other  more  prevalent 
diseases  such  as  hepatitis  B.  However,  the 
policy  continues,  AIDS  represents  a  serious 
threat  to  the  health  of  the  Australian 
population,  therefore,  it  is  essential  that  the 
Trade  Union  Movement  play  a  major  role  in 
AIDS  education  and  prevention. 

The  policy  further  states  that  the  ACTU 
believes  that  the  most  effective  way  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  spread  of  HIV  is  through  com¬ 
munity  education  rather  than  legislation. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Ex-cops  found  not 
guilty  in  drowning 
of  Australian  gay 
man 

ADELAIDE,  Australia  —  Sixteen  years 
after  the  drowing  of  George  Duncan  in  the 
Torrens  River,  here,  two  former  vice  squad 
police  officers  on  trial  for  manslaughter 
have  been  found  not  guilty. 

The  South  Australian  Supreme  Court 
heard  allegations  that  the  two  men  had  been 
part  of  a  group  that  had  gone  to  the  male 
toilets  near  a  river  boathouse  and  thrown  a 
number  of  cruising  gay  men  into  the  water. 
During  the  incident,  Duncan,  who  was  an 
Adelaide  University  law  lecturer,  drowned. 

The  court  heard  evidence  that  prior  to 
Duncan’s  death,  one  of  the  charged  officers 
often  bragged  of  entrapping  gay  men  and 
assaulting  them.  At  the  time  in  1972,  throw¬ 
ing  homosexuals  into  the  river  was  common 
practice  among  officers  of  the  vice  squad. 

The  trial  lasted  17  days  and  on  Sept.  30  a 
jury  of  nine  men  and  three  women  found  the 
ex-police  officers  not  guilty. 

After  the  verdict  was  announced  one  of 

□  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


the  witnesses,  a  gay  man  whose  name  had 
been  suppressed  at  the  trial,  told  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald,  “What  can  you  expect?  It 
stinks.” 

Officially,  Duncan’s  murder  remains  un¬ 
solved  but  the  events  of  May  10,  1972, 
shocked  the  government  and  sparked  the 
process  which  led  to  the  decriminalization 
of  homosexuality  between  consenting  males 
in  South  Australia. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

NY  les/gay  groups 
still  trying  to  get  in 
Yellow  Pages 

NEW  YORK  —  “We’re  out  there,  why 
don’t  they  put  us  in  there?”  demanded  Vir¬ 
ginia  Apuzzo,  deputy  director  of  the  New 
York  Consumer  Protection  Board,  in 
reference  to  the  NYNEX  corporation’s 
refusal  to  include  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Ser¬ 
vices”  as  a  heading  for  listings  in  the  Yellow 
Pages. 

Speaking  in  defense  of  a  suit  brought 
against  NYNEX  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  (GLAAD), 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center  and  Heritage  of  Pride,  Inc.,  Appuz- 
zo  pointed  out  that  such  a  listing  makes 
good  business  sense  for  NYNEX,  as  it 
would  attract  over  200  additional  listings 
and  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  communi¬ 
ty. 

The  suit,  brought  before  the  New  York 
Human  Rights  Commission,  stems  from 
NYNEX’s  response  to  a  request  for  the  gay 
services  heading  last  year.  Karen  Schwartz 
made  the  request  while  treasurer  of  Heritage 
of  Pride,  the  group  that  organizes  New 
York’s  parade  for  National  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Pride  Day.  Schwartz  was  told  by  the 
company  that  such  a  heading  did  not  exist 
and  there  was  no  market  or  need  for  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times. 

After  being  informed  that  there  are  bet¬ 
ween  200  and  300  gay  and  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  New  York  metropolitan  area, 
representatives  of  the  telephone  company 
suggested  the  gay  organizations  list 
themselves  under  the  heading  “escort  ser¬ 
vices”  or  “nightclubs.” 

Also  speaking  out  in  favor  of  the  suit  was 
New  York  State  Assemblyman  Jerrold 
Nadler.  He  claimed  that  NYNEX  was  in 
violation  of  the  1986  anti-discrimination  law 
that  prohibits  discrimination  against  per¬ 
sons  because  of  their  sexual  orientation. 
“NYNEX  is  not  above  the  law  on  this 
issue,”  Nadler  told  the  Native. 

City  Councilwomen  Ruth  Messinger  and 
Carol  Greitzer  also  lended  their  support. 
Greitzer,  chairwoman  of  the  New  York 
Consumer  Affairs  Committee,  indicated 
that  this  is  not  only  a  problem  for  the  gay 
community,  but  for  women  and  other 
minorities  as  well. 

□  John  Dooley 


AIDS  phobic 
employers  refuse  to 
testify 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  Two  supervisors 
from  a  Greensboro-based  restaurant  chain 
refused  to  testify  in  a  discrimination  lawsuit 
against  the  restaurant  because  they  are 
afraid  to  be  in  the  same  room  as  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  Scott  D.  Burgess,  who  is  HIV  antibody 
positive. 

Burgess  is  suing  Your  House  restaurants 
for  firing  him  last  year  when  the  employer 
discovered  his  HIV  status.  The  restaurant 
officials  say  they  believe  Burgess  “could 
pose  a  risk  to  customers  and  to  his  co¬ 
employees.”  Burgess  says  he  is  capable  of 
performing  his  job  and  does  not  pose  a 
health  risk. 

Burgess’  suit  contends  that  Your  House 
violated  the  North  Carolina  Handicapped 
Persons  Protection  Act,  which  bars  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination  against  handicapped 
workers.  This  lawsuit  is  the  first  to  raise  the 
question  of  whether  the  state  statute  in¬ 
cludes  HIV  infection  under  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  “handicapped.” 

Pete  Barnes,  manager  of  the  Your  House 
restaurant  in  Raleigh,  and  Jerry  Benson, 
agent  for  the  restaurant  chain,  refused  to 
enter  the  conference  room  to  give  testimony 
at  their  depositions  Sept.  30  in  Raleigh. 
Defense  attorney  Richard  T.  Boyett  explain¬ 


ed  their  action:  “I  think  their  motivation  for 
that  is  the  central  issue  in  the  lawsuit  and  has 
to  do  with  the  transmissibility  of  the  HIV 
virus.” 

According  to  the  Front  Page,  a  gay 
newspaper  in  North  Carolina,  Burgess’  at¬ 
torney  is  requesting  a  hearing  to  force 
Barnes  and  Benson  to  testify  with  Burgess  in 
the  room.  Harkins  said  Burgess  “has  a  right 
to  be  present  at  any  proceedings  concerning 
his  case.” 

The  lawsuit  asks  that  Burgess  return  to  his 
job  with  back  pay  and  that  the  restaurants 
be  stopped  from  “further  discriminatory 
job  practices.” 

Tax  deductible  contributions  to  Burgess’ 
legal  expenses  may  be  made  to  the  North 
Carolina  Human  Rights  Fund,  P.O.  Box 
10782,  Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 


Ireland’s  anti-gay 
law  condemned 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  The  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  ruled  in  late  Oc¬ 
tober  that  Irish  laws  criminalizing 
“homosexual  relations”  were  in  violation  of 
the  European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights.  According  to  Tonie  Walsh  of 
Ireland’s  National  Gay  Federation  (NGF), 
the  only  Western  European  state  besides 
Ireland  that  still  has  sodomy  laws  on  the 
books  is  Cyprus. 

Walsh  said  after  the  decision:  “Now  that 
Ireland  has  been  found  to  be  in  breach  of  the 
European  Convention  on  Human  Rights, 
the  government  must  immediately  repeal  the 
existing  anti-gay  laws,  to  give  full  equality 
with  heterosexuals.  We  also  need  legislation 
to  outlaw  discrimination  against  gay  people 
in  the  areas  of  housing,  education,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  health.” 

Walsh  said  the  Irish  government’s  con¬ 
tinued  refusal  to  take  action  to  comply  with 
the  human  rights  principles  was  regrettable, 
especially  since  similar  anti-gay  sex  laws  had 
been  struck  down  in  1981  by  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights. 

The  case  before  the  court  was  brought  by 
Irish  Senator  David  Norris,  a  gay  man  who 
was  also  former  president  of  NGF. 

Acts  criminalizing  gay  sex  between  men 
were  passed  by  the  British  Parliament  in 
1861  and  1885  when  all  of  Ireland  was  under 
British  colonial  rule.  The  laws  were  repealed 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1967  and  later  in 
Scotland.  In  Northern  Ireland  the  laws  were 
repealed  in  1982  after  the  European  Court 
of  Human  Rights’  decision. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  organizes 
Nicaraguan 
hurricane  relief 

BOSTON  —  Several  local  groups  and  ac¬ 
tivists  have  joined  the  Quezalguaque  Sister 
City  Hurricane  Relief  Project  to  help 
Nicaraguan  victims  of  Hurricane  Joan.  The 
Project  intends  to  collect  40,000  pounds  of 
powdered  milk  and  other  emergency  relief 
items  by  Dec.  30,  1988  for  shipment  to 
Nicaragua  on  Jan.  7,  1989. 

Hurricane  Joan,  which  hit  the  southern 
Caribbean  and  Central  America  in  October, 
left  a  huge  path  of  devastation  in  its  wake. 
But  the  U.S.  government,  while  responding 
to  other  countries  struck  by  the  storm,  has 
specifically  denied  aid  to  Nicaragua. 
Resolutions  supporting  the  Relief  Project 
which  were  passed  by  the  Brookline  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  Boston  City  Council 
point  out  that  300,000  Nicaraguans  —  10 
percent  of  the  population  —  are  homeless. 
In  addition,  three  hospitals,  29  clinics,  and 
nearly  all  of  the  banana,  rice,  bean,  corn, 
African  palm  and  sugar  crops  have  been 
destroyed. 

GCN’ s  office  at  62  Berkeley  St.  in  Boston 
is  one  of  several  drop  off  points  for 
powdered  milk  and  other  emergency  items 
—  including  financial  donations.  Make  sure 
powdered  milk  delivered  to  GCN  is  in 
aluminum,  glass  or  plastic  containers  (to 
discourage  pests).  For  more  information 
about  the  project  or  the  location  of  other 
drop  off  points,  contact  the  Quezalguaque 
Sister  City  Project  at  (617)  277-7867. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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NY  forum  addresses  the 
politics  of  AIDS 
treatments 

Panelists  discuss  alternative  /holistic  approaches,  the 
FDA,  and  more 


By  Andrew  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  Stressing  the  economic 
and  political  co-factors  that  have  led  to  the 
“traditional  Western  medical  establish¬ 
ment’s  hostility  towards  alternative  and 
holistic  health  care,”  Bob  Lederer  introduc¬ 
ed  a  forum  on  the  politics  of  AIDS  treat¬ 
ments  at  the  New  York  Marxist  School  Nov. 
15.  Lederer  is  an  investigative  journalist  cur¬ 
rently  researching  AIDS  causes  and 
treatments.  The  panelists  included  practi¬ 
tioners  of  and  participants  in  holistic  health 
care  alternatives  for  AIDS  and  HIV  infec¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  advocates  of  more  traditional 
kinds  of  health  care. 

Gene  Fedorko  of  HEAL,  the  Health  Edu¬ 
cation  AIDS  Liaison,  spoke  of  AIDS  treat¬ 
ments  —  like  AZT  —  that  are  sometimes 
more  toxic  than  the  illness  itself.  His 
organization,  based  in  New  York,  offers  in¬ 
formation  on  macrobiotic  and  other 
holistic  therapies,  as  well  as  a  supportive  at¬ 
mosphere  at  weekly  meetings.  Members  of 
HEAL  include  a  wide  range  of  people  af¬ 
fected  by  HIV,  from  the  asymptomatic 
seropositive  to  those  living  with  AIDS  and 
unhappy  with  more  traditional  medical 
treatments.  Citing  an  estimate  that  the 
suicide  rate  among  people  who  are  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  positive  is  16  times  higher  than 
average,  Fedorko  said  that  his  organization 
stresses  that  HIV-infection  and  death  are 
not  necessarily  opposite  sides  of  the  same 
equation. 

Dr.  Naomi  Rabinowitz  is  an  acupunctur¬ 
ist  who  has  worked  with  many  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  and  IV-drug  addicts,  both  at  Lincoln 
Hospital  in  the  South  Bronx  and  in  private 
practice.  She  offered  a  brief  discussion  of 
the  theories  behind  traditional  Chinese 
medicine,  and  how  they  differ  from  Western 
medical  thought.  Never  claiming  to  offer 
cures,  both  she  and  Fedorko  emphasized  the 
quality  of  life  and  asymptomatic  improve¬ 
ments  that  can  accompany  the  alternative 
treatments  that  they  advocate.  Rabinowitz 
listed  ways  she  has  seen  acupuncture  effec¬ 
tively  relieve  the  symptoms  associated  with 
AIDS,  as  well  as  ways  in  which  it  did  not 
seem  to  help. 

Iris  Long,  a  medical  chemist  and  AIDS 
activist  who  chairs  ACT  UP/New  York’s 
Treatment  and  Data  Collection  Subcommit¬ 
tee,  spoke  mainly  about  the  failure  of  the 
United  States’  established  medical 
machinery  to  cope  with  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Long  underscored  the  need  for  change  at 
agencies  like  the  Food  and  Drug  Adminis¬ 
tration  (FDA),  which  she  says  restrict  access 
to  experimental  drugs  unnecessarily,  and 
hamper  private  research  initiatives  with 
bureaucratic  red  tape.  Unlike  the  previous 
speakers.  Long  did  not  advocate  alternative 
treatments,  but  rather  a  reform  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  that  makes  more  traditional  drug  thera¬ 
pies  available  to  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs) 
and  other  people  with  life-threatening  ill¬ 
nesses.  . 

The  PWA  Health  Group’s  executive 
director,  Derek  Hodel,  said  that  his 
organization  functions  as  a  buyer’s  club, 
providing  AL-721  analog,  dextran  sulfate, 
and  German  enzymes  to  its  members.  All  of 
these  substances  are  believed  to  be  effective 
anti-viral  treatments  or  immune  system 
boosters  by  those  who  take  them.  The  subs¬ 
tances  remain  unapproved  by  the  FDA  as 
AIDS  treatments.  Dextran  sulfate, 
therefore,  is  not  otherwise  easily  available. 
AL-721,  because  it  is  made  solely  of  food 
products,  can  be  purchased  at  health  food 
stores,  but  at  a  much  higher  cost  than  the 
Health  Group’s  price. 

Hodel  said  that  the  Health  Group  was 
originally  developed  to  demonstrate  that 
there  is  a  market  for  the  substances  it  makes 
available  so  that  private  companies  would 
take  over  their  sale  and  production.  Quite 
the  opposite  has  happened,  however,  and 
the  Health  Group  now  provides  these  subs¬ 
tances  to  between  1,500  and  2,000  people 
each  month.  Like  Long,  Hodel  spoke  of  the 
need  to  restructure  the  FDA.  He  said  his 
group  coexists  with  the  FDA  in  an  uneasy 
maze  of  loopholes  which  allow  the  Health 
Group  to  import  dextran  sulfate  from 
Japan.  But  in  order  to  avoid  FDA  regula¬ 


tion,  the  Health  Group  does  little  outreach, 
and  cannot  offer  these  substances  as  AIDS 
treatments. 

The  forum,  which  lasted  over  three  hours 
and  was  attended  by  about  thirty  people, 
proceeded  amiably,  although  disagreements 
among  panelists  did  provide  some  lively 
discussion.  While  Long  expressed  confi¬ 
dence  that  HIV  is,  in  fact,  the  cause  of 
AIDS,  Rabinowitz  and  Lederer  expressed 
concern  that  this  theory  had  not  been  ade¬ 
quately  explored.  They  argued  that  because 
of  the  connection  between  HIV  and  AIDS 
made  by  the  medical  establishment,  in¬ 
cluding  Dr.  Mathilde  Krim  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  AIDS  Research,  treatment 
research  now  focuses  heavily  on  anti-HIV 
drugs  like  AZT.  Rabinowitz  and  Fedorko 
said  that  the  possibility  that  other  causes  or 
co-factors  exist  must  be  examined.  Fedorko 
and  Lederer  mentioned  untreated  syphilis  as 
a  possibility,  claiming  that  the  accuracy  of 
the  syphilis  testing  currently  available  is 
questionable,  and  expressing  doubts  about 
the  efficacy  of  established  syphilis  treat¬ 
ment.  Rabinowitz  also  expressed  opposition 
to  the  idea  of  a  clean  needle  program  as  a 
means  of  intervention  in  HIV-infection 
among  IV-drug  users,  saying  that  such  a 
program  “does  nothing  to  address  the 
energy  imbalance  that  is  already  resulting  in 
drug  abuse.”  The  suggestion  resulted  in  the 
exchange  of  several  opposing  ideas  by  other 
panelists  and  members  of  the  audience. 

People  interested  in  contacting  the  PWA 
Health  Group  can  call  its  New  York  office  at 
(212)  532-0280.  Hodel  mentioned  that 
similar  organizations  now  exist  in  about 
twenty  cities  nationwide.  HEAL  can  be 
reached  at  (212)  674-4673.  □ 


‘Operation 

Rescue’ 

Newsflash! 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to  press,  local 
reproductive  rights  organizers  are  bracing 
for  another  attempt  by  abortion  foes  to 
close  down  area  abortion  clinics.  “Opera¬ 
tion  Rescue,”  which  has  continued  to  use 
civil  disobedience  and  other  tactics  to  shut 
down  clinics  in  cities  across  the  country 
since  late  summer,  is  scheduled  to  return  to 
Boston  on  Saturday  morning,  Nov.  26.  (See 
GCN,  Oct.  23,  1988) 

Boston  pro-choice  activists  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  repelled  the  anti-abortionists 
several  weeks  ago,  are  scheduled  to  meet  at 
8:30  a.m.  outside  the  Brookline  CVS  at 
Coolidge  Corner.  For  the  latest  pro-choice 
demo  update,  call  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW) 
at  (617)  782-1056.  □ 


Guy  Hocquenghem 

May  Flower 

French  gay  activist/writer 
Guy  Hocquenghem  leaves  a 
rich  Left  and  queer  legacy 

By  Charley  Shively 

PARIS  —  Guy  Hocquenghem  (1946- 
1988),  gay  Iiberationist,  film-maker,  essayist 
and  novelist,  died  in  Paris  Aug.  29.  His  life 
during  the  ’60s  so  epitomized  Paris  radical 
lesbian/gay  politics  and  Left  theory  that  his 
death  stands  as  a  symbolic  watershed  in 
movement  history.  We  need  now  to  study 
his  work  as  we  study  the  ’60s  to  find  what  is 
living  and  what  is  dead  in  our  own  future. 

Born  into  a  middle-class  suburban  family, 
Hocquenghem  attended  the  elite  Ecole  Nor- 
male  Superieure,  where  he  studied  Greek 
epigraphy  (inscriptions  on  stone).  Swept  up 
in  the  events  of  the  French  labor/student 
upheaval  in  May  ’68,  he  participated  in 
several  leftist  groups;  however,  the  French 
Communist  Party  expelled  him  because  of 
his  homosexuality.  Hocquenghem  joined 
the  Sorbonne  gay  activists  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  men  in  FHAR  (Front  homosexual 
d’action  revolutionnaire).  In  March,  1971  a 
group  of  radical  lesbians  had  split  from  the 
more  closeted  gay /lesbian  group  Arcadie  to 
form  FHAR;  as  a  radical  gay  male  in 
FHAR,  Hocquenghem  played  a  role  in  ac- 
g  comodating  the  frictions  between  the  fac- 
^  tions;  he  soon  emerged  as  a  gay  spokesper- 
"  son  to  the  straight  Left.  He  served  as  a  con¬ 
tact  with  Jean  Paul  Sarte’s  magazine  Tout 
which  published  most  of  FHAR’s  famous 
book,  Rapport  contre  la  normalite  [ Report 
Against  Normality]  (Paris:  editions  champ 
libre,  1971).  In  1971  he  created  a  sensation 
at  a  forum  of  LeNouvel  Observateur,  a  Left 
journal,  which  interviewed  him  and  carried 
accounts  of  FHAR,  thus  giving  wide 
publicity  to  the  newly  emerging  movement. 
Hocquenghem  also  participated  in  writing 
the  manifesto,  Trois  milliards  de  pervers. 

In  a  1979  GCN  interview,  Hocquenghem 
explained  that  in  France  he  fought  against 
intellectualism  and  communism,  while  in 
the  United  States  he  became  a  communist 
and  an  intellectual  because  of  the  lingering 
American  anti-communism  and  anti-intel- 
lectualism.  In  France  he  early  emerged  as  a 
gay  theorist.  His  first  book  Le  desir 
homosexual  (Paris:  Delarge,  1972; 
[Homosexual  Desire ]  English  translation, 
Daniella  Dangoor.  London:  Allison  & 
Busby,  1978)  was  followed  by  L  'Apres-Mai 
des  faunes  (Paris:  Grasset,  1974)  and  La 
derive  homosexuelle  (Paris:  Delarge,  1977). 
Like  Mario  Mielli  in  Italy  and  others,  Hoc¬ 
quenghem  attempted  to  bridge  Marx’s  class 
and  Freud’s  libido  in  understanding  les¬ 
bian/gay  love.  He  did  this  through  an 
analysis  of  the  privatization  of  the  anus, 
which  lay  at  the  heart  of  both  capitalism  and 
of  homophobia.  He  argued  that  unlike  the 


cock  or  the  cunt,  the  asshole  is  not  gender- 
specific. 

Hocquenghem  never  abandoned  his 
youthful  radical  enthusiasm.  Like  Jean 
Genet  he  was  an  early  defender  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  and  vigorously  opposed 
white  supremacy  and  racism.  In  France, 
racial  supremacy  is  most  often  expressed  in 
hatred  for  Arabs.  Hocquenghem  wrote  La 
beaute  du  meis,  reflexion  d’un  francophobe 
(Paris:  Ramsay,  1979)  [ Immigrant  Beauty: 
Francophobe  Reflections ]  where  he  pointed 
out  that  the  hatred  of  foreigners  and  of 
queers  stems  from  the  same  cultural  up¬ 
tightness.  He  likewise  attacked  ’60s  radicals 
who  abandoned  their  hopes  and  joined  the 
establishment  in  his  stinging  Lettre  ouverte  a 
ceux  qui  sont  passes  du  col  Mao  au  Rotary 
(Paris:  Albin  Michel,  1986)  [Open  Letter  to 
those  who ’ve  gone  from  Chairman  Mao  in¬ 
to  Rotary  Clubs]. 

As  a  child  of  the  ’60s  Hocquenghem 
understood  the  importance  of  communica¬ 
tion  and  publicity.  He  attacked  the 
mainstream  media  in  a  delightful  Mini- 
graphie  de  la presse parisienne{ Paris:  Hallier 
&  Albin  Michel,  1981)  [Paris  Press],  an  up¬ 
dated  commentary  on  Honoree  de  Balzac’s 
19th  century  work  on  the  press  and  its  evils. 
He  appeared  often  on  television  and  in 
French  periodicals.  In  1977  he  became  a  reg¬ 
ular  columnist  for  Liberation,  a  Left  daily 
where  he  wrote  the  television  review  supple¬ 
ment  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  writings  attempted  both  to  bring  a  gay 
perspective  to  the  mainstream  as  in  Com¬ 
ment  nous  appelez-vous  deja?  Ces  hommes 
que  l ’on  dit  homosexuels  [What  should  you 
call  us  so-called  homosexuals?],  and  also  to 
articulate  an  authentic  voice  within  the  gay 
press,  as  in  Le  gay  voyage,  guide  homosex- 
uel  des  grandes  metropoles.  He  also  wrote 
regularly  for  Gai  Pied  Hebdo  and  appeared 
regularly  on  Frequence  Gaie  (the  French  gay 
radio  station). 

Always  ready  to  experiment,  he  produced 
with  Lionel  Soukaz  a  full  length  feature  film 
in  1979;  the  script  was  published  a  year  later: 
Race  d’Ep!  Un  siecle  d’ images  de 
I’homosexualite  (Paris:  Editons 
Libres/Hallier,  1980).  The  Homosexual 
Century  (as  the  film  is  called  in  English) 
tried  to  define  20th  century  gay  history;  the 
French  censors  attacked  the  Film.  Michel 
Foucault,  among  those  protesting  to  the 
Ministry  of  Justice,  wrote,  “This  documen¬ 
tary  is  based  on  historical  research  of  great 
seriousness  and  interest.  It  seems  strange 
that  a  film  on  homosexuality  is  penalized 
when  it  portrays  the  persecutions  for  which 
the  Nazi  regime  was  responsible  —  strange 
and  disturbing.” 

In  the  academic  upheaveal  following  May 
1968,  Hocquenghem  was  appointed  pro¬ 
fessor  of  philosophy  at  the  University  of 
Paris,  Vincennes-Saint  Denis,  where  he 
taught  with  his  beloved  colleague  Rene 
Scherer.  They  provided  significant 
theoretical  works  on  the  importance  of 
children  being  free  to  develop  their  sexuality 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opi¬ 
nion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  fedinjp  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  res¬ 
pond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  We  welcome 
all  contributions  except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of 
letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space-available  basis. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  for  length  and  darity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions  express¬ 
ed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES  “Speaking 
Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  Send  to:  Community  Voices  or 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


Queer:  a  sharp  and  pointy 
word 

Dear  GCN: 

Regarding  the  rhetorical  glee  with  which 
folks  are  jumping  into  the  “queer”-word 
controversy: 

If  I  must  choose  a  word  to  describe  my 
social  identity  arising  from  my  physi¬ 
cal/emotional  preferences,  I’d  pick  Queer 
over  any  of  the  other  words  any  day.  Why? 
Not  because  it  makes  me  look  proud  and  no¬ 
ble  in  the  face  of  adversity.  Not  because  of 
any  politically  correct  reason  such  as 
“reclaiming  it  from  my  oppressors.”  No, 
not  even  because  it  is  gender-neutral  and 
reduces  verbosity  in  conversation. 

I  like  it  because  it  is  a  sharp  pointy  word. 

Think  about  it... why  else  would  the  hets 
grab  it  and  use  it  abusively  against  us?  It’s 
direct,  singling  out  its  subject  as  different, 
an  outsider,  a  threat  to  the  established  order 
simply  by  existing.  And  what’s  bad  about 
that?  I  rather  enjoy  such  things  being  assu¬ 
med  of  me.  Language  depends  on  where  it  is 
pointed,  and  who  is  pointing  it.  “Queer,” 
when  used  by  queers,  is  beautiful  shorthand 
for  “yes,  I  am  different,  I  see  things  dif¬ 
ferently,  I  like  it  that  way,  and  the  hell  I’ll 
change  for  you.”  It  is  a  direct  assault  on 
their  social  solipsism,  a  word  which,  used 
with  strength,  can  be  genuinely  scary  to 
some  poor  slimy  bigot’s  sense  of  supremacy. 
None  of  the  leading  alternative  words  come 
close.  Let’s  look. 

“Gay”  as  a  word  seems  nice,  safe, 
harmless.  Just  the  word  the  mainstream 
would  find  palatable.  I  get  happy  myself 
sometimes,  but  I  have  quite  a  spectrum  of 
other  emotions,  too.  “Gay”  makes  me 
think  not  of  strong  alternative  people,  but 
of  Forster,  Maugham,  and  that  whole  set  of 
snivelling  wimps  who  cloaked  their  queer¬ 
ness  in  anemic  literary  smokescreen  manner- ' 
isms,  kissing  up  to  the  powers-that-be. 
“Queer,”  to  me,  is  Isherwood,  Genet,  Bur¬ 
roughs,  spirits  who  proclaim  themselves, 
acknowledge  their  difference  and  don’t  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  “just  like  everyone  else.” 
“Queers”  do  not  act  like  them  in  the  hope 
that  they  will  then  let  us  be  ourselves.  (To 
the  literal-minded  this  is  not  to  say  that 
everyone  who  prefers  “gay”  to  “queer”  is 
an  appeasement  queen.  I’m  only  saying 
what  the  word  suggests  to  me.) 

And  let’s  talk  “homosexual.”  Ick. 
Choosing  to  apply  that  word  to  myself  is  to 
feel  like  a  lab  rat  vivisected  for  a  straight 
scientist’s  inquisitive  pleasure.  If  “gay” 
punts  me  into  the  “Unthreatening  and  Safe 
to  Ignore”  zone,  “Homosexual”  shoves  me 
into  a  test  tube  to  gather  dust  in  a  passion¬ 
less  laboratory. 

Probably  the  only  word  to  come  close  in 
my  affection  is  “Uranian,”  mostly  for  its 
pointless  poetry.  Fun  to  say,  it  has  no  main¬ 
stream  connotations.  It’s  a  great  big  blank 
we  could  fill  in  and  define  ourselves.  Alas,  it 
had  its  chance,  and  never  caught  on  —  too 
busy,  too  hard  to  get  out  fast  and  furious  in 
conversation  (hence  my  preference  for 
“queer"  with  its  speed  and  ferocity). 

Hmmm...we  could  always  opt  for  “The 
Oscar  Wilde  Thing,”  but  I  wouldn’t  want 
my  woman  friends  to  feel  excluded.  No,  I 
think  it’s  "queer"  for  me.  It’s  quick,  sharp, 
and  let’s  face  it,  as  long  as  society  is  domina¬ 
ted  by  boneheaded  fools,  we  are  outsiders  — 
and  I’d  be  deeply  insulted  if  considered  nor¬ 
mal  "except  for  what  1  do  in  bed"  by  a 
society  like  this. 


In  this  world  the  fear  of  a  bigot  is  a  badge 
of  honor.  And  if  I  have  to  pick  a  tag,  I’ll 
pick  one  with  some  provocative  guts. 

Sure,  I’m  Queer. 

Sincerely, 
Rig  Hospodar 
Boston,  Mass. 

“Queers”  rebelliously  anchor 
the  sexual  spectrum 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  defend  the  use  of  the  word 
“queer”  in  GCN.  I  truly  like  the  charge  of 
identity  and  the  jolt  of  recognition  the  word 
produces.  Yes,  I  am  odd,  someone  cen- 
trifugally  spun  out  to  the  perimeter  of  socie¬ 
ty,  of  no  consequence,  an  embarrassing  de¬ 
viance  in  the  white  Christian  cosmos. 

Using  the  word  “gay,”  some  of  us  have 
made  our  welcome  way  back  into  the  main¬ 
stream  via  the  mushy  liberal  embrace.  It  is  a 
nice,  soft  word,  denoting  something  that  is 
trivial,  harmless  and  most  importantly,  non¬ 
threatening  (just  a  little  different  than  them, 
that’s  all). 

I  cringed  at  17  when  one  of  my  first  tricks 
asked  me  if  I  was  “gay?”  I’d  never  heard  the 
word  but  knew  instinctively  it  meant 
“homosexual.”  It  sounded  so  elitist,  cultist, 
well-bred,  effete.  The  trick  was  a  colossal  ef¬ 
fete  bore  from  the  Back  Bay  in  Boston.  I 
share  the  New  York  Times'  repugnance  at 
using  the  word.  I  agree,  “homosexual”  is  so 
much  more  powerful  and  fit  to  print. 
“Gay”  was  always  intended  as  a  secret  code 
word,  a  kind  of  euphemism.  Teens  don’t 
taunt  each  other  with  “gay.”  They  know 
the  power  of  language  better  than  anybody. 

I  doubt  queer,  nigger  or  spic  were  ever  our 
property  to  reclaim.  I  see  no  harm  in  recog¬ 
nizing  the  power  of  these  words.  They  are 
very  real  and  potent  for  now.  Seize  the 
power  and  pride  of  words  coined  just  for  us. 
Is  there  any  more  truth  revealed  in  the 
straight  taunter  or  the  homosexual  user,  any 
greater  revelation  of  their  true  feelings  in  the 
contextual  use  of  these  words?  In  the  bigot’s 
mouth  we  hear  the  truth  of  their  feelings  and 
know  who  we  are  dealing  with.  In  the  homo¬ 
sexual’s  mouth  we  hear  the  fierce  pride  of 
identity,  a  pricking  of  consciousness.  Those 
who  hate  the  word  simply  wish  to  slide  into 
that  gray  anonymous  morass,  which  is  the 
first  prerequisite  for  drowning  in  the  Farina 
mush  of  Sunday  School  respectability  and 
hypocrisy. 

Our  power  in  identity  rises  out  of  our  very 
queerness  as  we  rebelliously  anchor  down 
the  other  end  of  the  sexual  spectrum.  The 
revolution  is  the  fight  to  get  accepted  this 
other  extreme.  When  this  happens,  society 
can  begin  a  true  harmonic  vibration  through 
the  glorious  rainbow  of  infinite  sexuality. 

As  for  Queer  Community  News,  that  is 
silly.  Words  have  appropriate  and  inappro¬ 
priate  uses.  I  have  always  found  that  the  use 
of  queer  in  GCN  has  been  carefully  chosen 
on  the  whole,  effectively  appropriate  and  as 
contentious  as  the  rest  of  its  politics  as  well. 
The  protest  letters  attest  to  that.  Calling  for 
the  censorship  of  great  and  powerful  langu¬ 
age  is  oppressive. 

Sincerely, 

_  Vincent  F.  Luti 

Westport,  Mass. 

Self-respecting  faggots  are 
queer 

Dear  GCN: 

Not  often  does  GCN  give  me  several  items 
1  want  to  respond  to,  as  the  issue  of  Oct. 
9-15  does.  Here  goes. 

(1)  Gay  activists  in  the  Queen  City  are 
queers,  queens,  faggots  and  fairies.  Some  of 
us  are  even  Radical  Faeries.  Are  those  who 
are  “insulted”  when  “queer”  is  applied  to 
them  going  to  object  to  “fairy”  next?  How 
supersensitive  can  you  get?  “Gay”  is  no 
more  acceptable  to  homophobes  than  any  of 
our  other  labels.  I  agree  that  “Gay”  (always 
capitalized,  please!)  is  to  be  preferred,  but  I 
can’t  agree  to  banning  these  other  terms.  If 
you’re  not  “queer”  (really  nonconformist) 
in  this  era  of  rampant  right-wing 
Reagonomic  Republican  reactionaries,  what 
kind  of  self-respecting  faggot  are  you? 

(2)  Thanks  for  the  info  about  the  New 
Alliance  Party  (NAP).  By  now  we  all  ought 
to  be  thoroughly  innoculated  against 
authoritarianism.  Instead,  political  naivete 
seems  very  prevalent.  Just  because  a  group 
claims  to  be  on  the  Left  does  not  mean  that 
it  is  democratic.  Leninists,  Stalinists, 
Trotskyists,  Maoists,  Socialists,  Social 
Democrats  and  even  liberals  have  all  given 
us  the  old,  patriarchal,  male-chauvinist. 
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authoritarian  line  all  too  often.  Only  the 
Greens  in  West  Germany  and  some  grass¬ 
roots  organization  in  the  U.S.  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  avoid  the  petty  dictatorships  of 
traditional  leaders. 

The  bottom  line,  if  you  are  an  activist,  or 
are  thinking  of  joining  an  organization,  is 
grassroots,  participatory  democracy  and 
mutual  respect.  If  the  leaders,  straight  or 
gay,  male  or  female,  of  whatever  race,  do 
not  treat  you  with  respect,  do  not  welcome 
you  as  an  equal,  and  are  not  responsible  to 
their  fellow  members,  don’t  join !  Why  be 
enslaved  to  someone  else’s  ego-trip? 

The  NAP  obviously  is  a  stranger  to 
mutual  consideration,  mutual  respect  and 
non-violent  cooperation  in  the  spirit  of  con¬ 
sensual  give-and-take  to  achieve  common 
goals.  We  need  to  stay  away  from  it! 

Three  cheers  for  Eileen  Hansen!  “When 
people  on  the  outside  can  be  branded  as 
radical,  the  service  folks  can  then  move  to 
what  for  them  was  a  more  radical  position 
and  not  look  so  radical.”  This  is  fundamen¬ 
tal!  It’s  just  what  I  wrote  in  an  argument 
with  the  publisher  of  our  local  “GayBeat”  a 
few  years  ago.  We  need  people  inside  as  well 
as  outside.  If  the  outsiders  don’t  raise  hell, 
the  standpatters  on  the  inside  will  not  ac¬ 
commodate  any  of  the  demands  of  our  in¬ 
siders.  Instead  of  cursing  each  other 
vociferously,  we  need  to  temper  our 
disagreements  with  the  knowledge  that  in¬ 
siders  and  outsiders  have  essential  roles. 
Outsiders  rarely  get  what  they  want,  but 
without  their  tumult,  the  insiders  don’t  get 
much  of  anything  at  all.  This  may  sound  like 
a  strange  way  to  achieve  progress,  but  it 
usually  seems  to  work  this  way.  We  can  con¬ 
sciously  use  this  two-pronged  approach  to 
our  advantage,  or  we  can  muddle  through 
mutual  feuding  from  one  frustrating  disap¬ 
pointment  to  another,  to  the  glee  of  the 
standpatters. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Larry  Wolf 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


March  refunds  still  due 

Dear  GCN: 

What  is  going  on  with  Innovations  in  Tra¬ 
vel  and  the  [New  England]  March  Commit¬ 
tee?  In  the  March  6-12,  1988  issue  of  GCN 
there  were  letters  from  both  the  Committee 
and  Innovations  stating  they  were  “commit¬ 
ted  to  everyone  receiving  the  refund  due 
them.”  I  have  a  refund  due  me  —  a  refund 
of  $109.00  (for  a  plane  ticket  to  the  March 
on  Washington  that  I  could  not  use  because 
of  a  family  emergency),  which  was  promised 
me,  verbally  and  in  writing,  by  Edward 
Heller  of  Innovations  in  Travel.  Mr.  Heller 
even  went  so  far  as  to  assure  me  that  he 
understood  my  situation  because  “he  had 
elderly  and  sick  parents  as  well.”  “We’re  all 
part  of  the  same  community,”  he  told  me, 
trying  again  to  assure  me  that  my  refund  was 
forthcoming. 

Well,  after  sending  Mr.  Heller  my  request 
for  the  refund  in  writing  —  by  March  31  as 
Innovations  in  Travel  requested  in  their  let¬ 
ter  to  GCN  —  I  have  yet  to  hear  anything. 
No  phone  call.  No  letter.  Nothing. 

Does  this  surprise  me?  It  might  have  back 
in  the  fall  of  1987,  when  Mr.  Heller  was  so 
compassionate  on  the  phone  with  me.  By 
now,  however,  I  am  100  percent  convinced 
that  Mr.  Heller  and  his  Innovations  in 
Travel  is  nothing  more  than  a  slick,  sleazy 
operation  that  succeeded  in  ripping  off  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  at  a  time  when 
we  were  particularly  feeling  part  of  a 
“united”  community. 

What  does  surprise  —  and  upset  —  me  is 
that  the  March  Committee  has  been  behind 
Innovations  in  Travel,  endorsing  them  as 
the  travel  agency  to  use  for  the  March  on 
Washington.  OK,  so  the  March  Committee, 
like  myself,  got  suckered  into  believing  that 
Mr.  Heller  and  Innovations  would  be  honest 
and  do  a  good  job  of  transporting  us  all  to 
D.C. 

I  can  understand  how  that  could  happen. 
What  I  cannot  understand  is  how  the  March 
Committee  could  write  a  letter  to  GCN 
believing  that  “All  refunds  will  be  made  by 
April  30.”  Granted,  that  is  what  Innova¬ 
tions  told  the  March  Committee,  but  I  have 
a  hard  time  believing  that  by  the  beginning 
of  March  the  March  Committee  had  not 
heard  twice  as  many  horror  stories  as  I  had 
about  neglected  refunds,  poor  or  misrepre¬ 
sented  hotel  accomodations  and  botched 
travel  plans. 

What  has  upset  me  about  this  whole  un¬ 
believable  situation  is  that  the  March  Com¬ 
mittee,  in  writing  their  letter  to  GCN,  led  me 
to  believe  that  they  actually  cared  about 


those  of  us  who  were  ow  ed  refunds  from  In¬ 
novations  in  Travel.  After  giving  Innova¬ 
tions  over  two  months  to  respond  to  my  re¬ 
quest  for  a  refund,  on  June  16,  1988  I  finally 
wrote  the  March  Committee  —  at  their 
GCN  address  —  believing  they  would  at 
least  respond,  and  perhaps  look  into  the  lies 
I  was  told  by  Mr.  Heller.  Why  has  the  March 
Committe  never  bothered  to  answer  my  let¬ 
ter?  What  the  hell  did  they  mean  when  they 
wrote  “We  are  committed  to  everyone 
receiving  the  refund  due  them.”  Why  have  I 
been  unsuccessful  at  contacting  any  March 
Committee  member  —  my  messages  are 
never  answered. 

I  worked  extra  hours  outside  of  my  full¬ 
time  job  in  order  to  afford  the  plane  fare  to 
Washington,  D.C.  When  my  mother  be¬ 
came  injured  in  a  car  accident  in  Maine  and 
I  had  to  move  in  with  her,  I  felt  certain  that 
any  decent  travel  company  would  under¬ 
stand  my  emergency  situation  and  refund 
my  money.  I  felt  equally  sure  that  a  Com¬ 
mittee  committed  to  justice  for  lesbian  and 
gay  people  would  stand  true  to  their  word 
and  help  people  receive  funds  they  were  pro¬ 
mised.  Since  the  March  Committee  has  fail¬ 
ed  to  contact  me,  1  have  no  choice  but  to 
make  my  situation  public  and  ask  again: 
What  is  going  on  with  Innovations  in  Travel 
and  the  March  Committee?  Let’s  see  if  I  can 
get  an  answer  this  time. 

Deb  Leavitt 

_  formerly  of  Somerville,  Mass. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

My  problem  is  not  being  sure 
about  my  desire 

Dear  GCN: 

Greetings  with  best  wishes  for  kindness  in 
your  life  and  for  the  GCN  company.  I’m  do¬ 
ing  fine  health  wise  and  hope  this  finds  you 
the  same. 

I‘m  incarcerated  in  Texas  and  truly  I  feel 
I’m  gay  to  some  degree  but  I’m  just  not  sure 
anymore  and  would  like  to  start  receiving 
your  GCN  newspaper  on  a  regular  basis  for 
it  does  have  a  wide  degree  of  information 
for  prisoners. 

My  problem  is  being  for  sure  about  my 
desire  and  at  the  same  time  being  at  ease 
with  my  way  of  life  or  desire.  Let  me  try  and 
explain.  Back  in  1981  I  was  17  and  was  plac¬ 
ed  in  an  adult  jail.  Now  my  whole  life  I’ve 
had  the  desire  of  being  a  girl  or  just  looking 
and  feeling  like  one.  As  a  youngster  I  kept 
having  this  crazy  desire  to  have  sex  with  girls 
while  being  a  girl  or  just  acting  like  one  by 
wearing  feminine  clothing. 

I  need  your  help  in  finding  someone  that 
would  like  to  write  and  help  me  understand 
this  way  of  life.  I’ve  never  known  any  other 
person  like  myself  and  wish  to  find  someone 
that  can  understand  me.  I  really  don’t 
understand  myself  and  need  help  teaching 
me  just  how  to  be  this  girl  that  I  am.  I’ve 
never  even  put  on  make-up  or  been  able  to 
get  my  hands  on  the  right  type  of  clothing 
that  can  turn  me  on  and  make  me  feel  more 
at  home  with  myself. 

I  believe  I  have  the  desire  of  a  Transvestite 
and  at  the  same  time  being  Bisexual.  I’ve 
even  tried  religion,  but  it  gives  me  too  much 
the  feeling  of  guilt. 

I‘ve  read  a  few  books  from  the  Redbook 
company  about  homosexuals  trying  to  find 
themselves  and  I  feel  that  I’m  still  trying  to 
find  my  damned  self  too!  But  they  never 
seem  to  have  transvestites  in  these  novels. 

Hopefully  you  don’t  think  I’m  half  crazy 
because  I  do  need  someone  to  help  me  find 
myself.  (I  like  to  be  called  ‘Misty’  when  I’m 
the  girl  or  in  these  letters.) 

Yours  very  truly, 
Marshall  Brewer 
383021  Rt  1  Box  16 
■  Lovelady,  TX  75851 

Under  the  guise  of  “safety” 

Dear  GCN: 

I  received  your  form  letter  to  my  inquiry 
about  your  publication.  I  was  pleased  to 
note  that  you  are  interested  in  hearing  about 
the  experiences  of  gays  caught  up  in  the 
criminal  justice  system.  This  was  my 
primary  reason  in  contacting  you  in  the  first 
place,  hoping  you  might  be  able  to  advise  me 
concerning  the  things  that  I’m  about  to 
relate  to  you. 

In  the  past  year  or  so  there  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  violent  assaults  made  upon  gays  and 
bis  in  the  Utah  State  Prison.  It  is  usually 
done  with  the  sanction  of  prison  officials. 
You  know,  like  looking  the  other  way? 

As  if  that  isn’t  bad  enough,  they  have 
built  ‘pods’  here  on  the  ‘Marion  model’ 
[Federal  max.  ‘security’  prison  replacing 
Alcatraz],  with  units  away  from  the 


‘general’  prison  population,  where 
prisoners  are  not  allowed  ‘privileges’  like  ac¬ 
cess  to  Commissary  (food  etc.  store), 
library,  recreation,  etc.  It’s  really  a  punish¬ 
ment  unit.  All  the  known  gays  have  been 
segregated  and  prison  officials  say  it’s  done 
for  our  safety.  I  say  we  should  not  be 
punished  for  our  sexual  preference,  which  is 
what  is  being  done  under  the  guise  of  safety. 

‘Sex  offenders’  (sex  with  teenagers,  etc) 
are  often  placed  in  with  quarrelsome  types. 
One  was  beaten  to  death  a  year  ago,  and  two 
months  ago  another  had  his  head  cracked 
open  until  the  gray  matter  was  oozing  out 
with  the  blood.  He  will  never  be  mentally 
‘there’  again. 

These  ‘pods’  are  chambers  of  psycho¬ 
logical  torture.  The  suicide  attempts  are  as¬ 
tounding.  One  prisoner  actually  chewed 
through  his  wrists  in  a  suicide  attempt.  I 
can’t  count  the  ones  who  have  hacked  and 
sliced  their  wrists,  drug  overdosed,  etc  etc. 

The  prison  officials  have  kept  a  lid  on  this 
because  of  possible  political  repercussions, 
especially  in  this  election  year.  These  are 
Mormons.  It’s  a  completely  Mormon-run 
correctional  system.  Their  attitude  is  self- 
righteousness  and  punishment. 

Is  there  not  any  organization  who  could 
look  into  the  situation  here?  It’s  hard  to 
believe  that  in  this  day  and  age  they  are  get¬ 
ting  away  with  this!  Names,  dates,  loca¬ 
tions,  etc.  of  all  allegations  could  easily  be 
provided.  Case  workers  and  the  prison 
psychologist  are  also  aware  and  have  re¬ 
mained  silent  because  of  jeopardy  concern¬ 
ing  their  employment  —  the  same  kind  of  at¬ 
titude  which  Germans  took  while  Hitler  had 
the  ovens  going. 

In  answering  this  letter,  please  do  not 
refer  to  individual  incidents  I  have  spoken 
of.  My  outgoing  mail  is  not  censored,  but  in¬ 
coming  mail  is  lightly  scanned. 

[Please  respond  to  this  letter  by  writing  to: 
The  Guise  of  Safety,  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  021 16] 

M  Name  withheld 

Draper,  UT 

Not  virgins  to  closed  doors 


Dear  GCN: 

As  you  can  see  from  my  address  I’m  a 
prisoner.  I’m  gay,  and  so  is  my  sentence 
(gay-related  ‘crime’). 

I  need  all  your  suggestions  and  en¬ 
couragement  in  writing  up  a  proposal  for 
HIV-infected  inmates  and  AIDS  inmates  to 
have  a  halfway  house/nursing  home  run  and 
operated  by  work  release  and  paroled 
prisoners. 

What  has  been  happening  is  that 
prisoners  with  HIV  infection  or  AIDS  have 
not  been  paroled  because  of  prejudice  and 
backwardness  about  AIDS.  Prisoners  can¬ 
not  get  jobs  or  housing  so  they  are  not  being 
released.  And  to  add  to  it  all,  in  Virginia 
prisoners  with  ‘sex  offences’  cannot  make 
work  release  or  halfway  house  programs. 
The  doors  are  closed. 

We  are  not  virgins  to  closed  doors  because 
of  our  lifestyle,  so  let’s  try  and  open  this 
one. 

Any  input  you  can  give  us  will  be  most 
welcome. 

Bill  Truesdell 
137426  Build  2-2 
_  PO  Box  3500 

Staunton,  VA  24401 

The  more  support  we  get,  the 
more  they’ll  know  we’re  not 
alone 


Dear  GCN: 

I  realize  this  letter  may  come  as  somewhat 
of  a  surprise,  because  you  hardly  know  me, 
but  I  and  another  gay  prisoner  here  are  try¬ 
ing  to  start  up  a  Gay  Club.  We  have  been 
denied  this  on  several  occasions  and  have  a 
lawsuit  pending  as  of  10/13/88.  Inclosed 
with  this  letter  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have 
written  for  your  paper  and  if  that  can’t  be 
done  if  you  would  show  it  around  to  friends 
and  family  et  al  to  let  them  know  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  inside  these  prisons. 

What  we  are  asking  is  any  support  by  call¬ 
ing  or  writing  those  addresses  which  are  at¬ 
tached.  The  more  support  we  have  from  the 
outside  Gay  community,  the  more  this  ad¬ 
ministration  will  realize  that  we  are  not 
alone  and  that  Gay  people  as  a  whole  are 
proud  of  what  and  who  we  are  and  refuse  to 
be  stepped  on  or  stepped  over. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  say  keep  up  the 
good  work  with  your  paper.  It  does  help  Gay 
prisoners  become  more  aware  of  who  and 
what  we  are  and  gives  us  a  sense  of  self- 
worth.  Because  we  know  that  we  are  not 
alone  in  our  struggle  to  be  proud  Gay  peo- 
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pie. 

[From  enclosed  letter]  We  the  (Gay}  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Oregon  State  Penitentiary  are 
writing  this  letter  in  hopes  to  elicit  some  type 
of  response  to  the  discrimination  that  is  cur- 
ivntly  going  on.  What  we  are  asking  for  is  a 
Gay  Club,  by  and  for  Gay  people,  but  any 
and  all  people  would  be  welcome,  race, 
creed,  color  et  at.  The  dub  that  we  would 
like  to  get  started  here  would  deal  with  all 
issues  that  are  prevalent  in  today’s  society. 

.  We  have  been  denied  this  club  on 
numerous  occasions:  not  enough  staff,  not 
enough  room,  security  risk,  etc  etc.  We  feel 
it ’s  time  for  this  hypocrisy  to  end.  If  this  ad¬ 
ministration  will  allow  clubs  from  bridge  to 
chess  to  athletic  clubs,  why  we  ask  will  they 
not  allow  a  Gay  Club? 

If  this  letter  gets  published  and  there  are 
any  responses  please  write  these  people: 
Governor  Neil  Goldschmidt,  State  Capitol 
Building,  Salem  OR  97301;  Michael  Fran- 
cke.  Head  of  Corrections,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310;  Manfred  (Fred)  Maass, 
Warden,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. 

The  more  support  and  help  we  get  from 
the  outside  people,  the  more  this  backward 
administration  will  realize  it’s  time  for  a 
change  and  quit  treating  us  proud  Gay  peo¬ 
ple  like  second  class  citizens! 

Stay  Strong, 
David  Colby 
48845 

_  2605  State  St. 

Salem,  OR  97310 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising 
Coordinator 

Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  adver¬ 
tising,  free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns, 
and  other  strategies  to  increase  subscription 
and  newsstand  sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and 
process  weekly  classified  advertising.  Par¬ 
ticipate  in  weekly  workings  of  GCN,  in¬ 
cluding  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative,  and  organizational 
skills.  Experience  in  design  or  public  relations 
a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  by  Dec.  15  to  GCN  Job  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


DANCE  PARTY! 

Saturday,  December  10,  1988 
9pm-2am 

That’s  right,  another  happening  dance  party  (have 
you  recovered  from  our  Halloween  bash  yet?)  with 
a  live  d.j.,  the  hippest  dance  tunes,  a  cash  bar,  and 
totally  groovy  people. ..and  this  time  it’s  a  benefit 
for  Gay  Community  News  and  Radical 
America,  to  be  held  at  Villa  Victoria  Cultural 
Center,  85  West  Newton  St.,  in  Boston’s  South 
End. 

Tickets  are  available  at  GCN,  Cambridge  Food 
Coop,  Arborway  Video  &  Sound,  Red  Book,  Glad 
Day  Bookshop  and  Central  American  Solidarity 
Association  for  $6-$  1 0  (sliding  sale). 

Villa  Victoria  is  wheelchair  accessible. 
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Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


Dr.  David  A  Russell 

General  Medicine 

142  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

By  appointment 

617/247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in  health  care  for  the  gay 

and  lesbian  community 


Just  for  us ... 


WOMAN 


By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


HAVE  GROUP  CONVERSATIONS 
WITH  UP  TO  7  OTHER  WOMEN. 

TALK  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN,  ONE  ON  ONE. 
LEAVE  MESSAGES  ON  THE  BULLETIN  BOARD. 


1-900-999-8700 


FOR  WOMEN  18  AND  OVER  ONUf 


95C  FOR  THE  FIRST  MINUTE  •  4 SC  EACH  ADDITIONAL  MINUTE 


COMMUNITY 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edged/  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- I060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

3SI  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8. 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.0  Box  453 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa.  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  A v. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington  MA  02174 
(617)  641  2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V1  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60/i  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364  5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
352-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395  9084 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  dime  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  m 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave 
Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437  9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P  O  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02 1  OS 
I -800-352-3 18S 

KUNEVICH  B  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  S'  near  GovT 
Ctr..  Sunday  Worship  7pm. 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523  7664 

Unitarian  Umversalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  Sun  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  Sr 
in  Downtown  Bos'on 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St 
Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

482  2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-44*9. 
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Saturday,  December  10,  1988 
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.  advance  tickecs  available  from  gay  community  news,  Cambridge  food 

'  coop,  arborway  video  &  sound,  red  book,  glad  day,  central 

america  solidarity  association. 

4  walking  distance  from  back  bay  or  mass.  ave.  orange  line  T  stops  or 
V  copley  green  line  T  stop. 

wheelchair  accessible. KS 

RAFFLE! 

OVER  25  PRIZES  WORTH  OVER  11000!!! 

Grand  Prizes:  VACATIONS  FOR  TWO  at  Ampersand  Guesthouse, 

Victoria  House  (P'town),  and  Highlands  Inn  (NH). 

Other  Prizes:  Meals  at  Taha,  Middle  East  Restaurant,  Club  Cafe,  Downtown  Cafe; 
Gift  certificates:  Ferns  Wheels,  Cambridge  Food  Coop,  Broadway  Bicycle; 
Haircuts  at  B.  Cummings,  Thomas  at  Alfred  Hair;  Photo  by  Debbi  SamdperiT 
Move  passes  from  the  Brattle  Theater;  Massage  by  Margaret  Kelner;  Books  from 
New  Words,  Glad  Day.  MIT  Press  Bookstore,  South  End  Press;  Subscriptions  to 
Sojourner,  Zeta,  Radical  Amenca.  GCN,  Resist,  CASA  Central  America  Reporter. 


Info:  gen  —  426-4469 
or  tty  426-0332 


Drawing  will  be  held  at  ihe  Gay  Community  News/Radical  America  Dance  Party 


Tennessee: 
Natural  beauty. 


Unnatural  laws. 

Tennessee  is  a  land  of  great  natural  beauty.  From  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  to  the 
mighty  Mississippi,  we're  lucky  to  have  one  of  the  most  varied,  scenic  and  unspoiled 
landscapes  in  America.  But  there  is  ugliness  afoot  here.  The  radical  right  has  pushed  proposals 
through  the  Tennessee  Sentencing  Commission  that  would  specifically  criminalize  same-sex  lovemaking 
-"homosexual  acts”  -  with  felony  penalties.  The  Commission's  legislative  package 
will  be  presented  to  the  Tennessee  Legislature  in  January,  where  it  will  find  strong  support 
from  powerful  religious  fundamentalists. 

We're  Advance,  the  political  action  committee  of  the  Tennessee  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance.  And 
we’re  preparing  a  massive  lobbying  effort  to  try  and  stop  this  repressive  proposal. 

But  our  already-meager  resources  are  stretched  to  the  limit.  In  order  to  mount  an 
effective  campaign  against  the  proposal,  we  need  money.  You  can  help.  Your  contribution  will  help  us 
support  fair-minded  legislators,  and  to  rally  opposition  to  intrusive  and  bigoted  legislation. 

There  isn't  much  time.  Please  help. 


rfr, 


jO  I’ll  help.  Here’s  my  □  $5  □  $10  □  $25  □  $50  □  $100  □  $_ 
Name _ Phone _ 


(Address. 
I  City. 


State 


Zip. 


|  ‘Please  enclose  your  check  payable  to  Advance,  and  send  to: 
Advance/Tennessee  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
I  Box  24181,  Nashville,  TN  37202 


|  ‘Advance  is  a  political  action  committee  registered 
I  with  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

'  ‘Donations  are  not  tax-deductible. 


th.  Political  Action  Committee  of 
the  Tennessee  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
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Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


'  you  A  PRoBiEM,  G  lUOtg,  IS  THAT  YOU  VE 
NEVER  WORKED  TRRbUGH  YOUR  £A£AK  UP 
WITH  PHT/LUi .  you  SHOULD  JON  A  THERAPY 
GROUP,  are  You  gokiuA  Finish  that,  lo  ? 


sp ARROW,  You  vJoolP 
P£COrM£Ut>  a  THERAPY 
GROUP  |f  I  HAP  HEMOR 
RHOID5  r  rJofE,  IMCCtHG 
'TbTPy  Sore,  ocoo  o u> 
FASHIONED  CEllB/KYArit) 
Finish  ry  thesis  ' 


YEAH,  I  FEEL  KINRA 
SKfPY ...  D  you 
'THINK  THEY  PUT 
.SUGAR  InJTHE 


Nkoli 

Continued  from  page  I 

very  supportive  to  me.  They  knew  I  was  gay 
and  went  along.  Most  unfortunately  the 
three  are  convicted.”  Nkoli  said,  however, 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  group  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  about  his  being  gay,  and  the 
negative  effects  it  might  have  on  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  trial. 

Nkoli  also  expressed  sadness  over  the 
failure  of  some  gay  South  Africans  to  sup¬ 
port  him.  He  specifically  mentioned  the  Gay 
Association  of  South  Africa  (GASA),  a 
primarily  white  gay  group,  which  was  cen¬ 
sured  by  ILGA  for  failing  to  support  Nkoli. 
“It  weighed  very  heavily  on  me  that  GASA 
would  not  help  me,”  said  Nkoli,  who 
withdrew  his  membership  from  the  group. 

Nkoli  said  his  homosexuality  did  not  play 
a  part  in  the  government’s  case  against  him 
or  in  his  testimony  before  the  court.  “I  was 
arrested  for  my  political  background.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  gay  politics.  The  govern¬ 
ment  didn’t  seem  to  care  as  much  about 
that,”  said  Nkoli.  He  said  he  was  acquitted 
because  the  government  could  not  find 
enough  evidence.  He  said  the  judge  cracked 
down  on  the  people  who  were  most  involved 
in  the  UDF  in  opposing  apartheid. 

A  college  graduate  who  worked  as  a 
teacher  before  his  arrest,  Nkoli,  28,  is  cur¬ 
rently  unemployed.  He  said  the  original 
conditions  of  bail,  which  prevented  him 
from  travelling  and  required  that  he  appear 
in  court  every  day,  made  it  virtually  impossi¬ 
ble  for  him  to  find  employment. 

Nkoli  said  he  would  continue  to  promote 
gay  rights  in  South  Africa  and  international¬ 
ly.  He  plans  to  work  with  the  Congress  of 
Pink  Democrats,  a  recently  formed  multi¬ 
racial  coalition  of  South  African  lesbian  and 
gay  groups  that  has  lent  support  to  Nkoli 
and  publicized  his  case.  He  also  plans  to 
work  with  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  of 
Witwatersrand  (GLOW),  a  multi-racial, 
anti-apartheid  group  he  helped  to  found. 
Nkoli,  who  lamented  the  racial  divisions  of 
some  gay  South  African  groups,  said,  “I 
want  to  continue  my  work  with  GLOW.  It 
will  be  very  difficult  because  many  want  us 
to  fail.  But  so  many  gay  people  here  need 
support.  I  will  do  whatever  I  can  for  gay 
rights.” 

Note:  Letters  to  Nkoli  may  be  sent  c/o 
Priscilla  Jana,  P.O.  Box  61875,  Mar¬ 
shalltown  2107,  Johannesburg,  Republic  of 
South  Africa. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Murderer 

Continued  from  page  I 

screams  following  the  initial  shot,  he  fired  at 
least  seven  more.  The  evidence  is  not  at  all 
consistent  with  an  accidental  shooting.  He 
stalked  and  hunted  those  two  people  as  a 
hunter  would  hunt  and  stalk  game.” 

Besides  the  homophobic  defense,  Brenner 
also  objected  to  early  media  coverage  of  the 
case.  In  June,  the  Ithaca  Journal  punted  an 
article  about  the  case  under  the  headline, 
“Women  Teased  Me,  Mountain  Man  Testi¬ 
fies.”  Activists  from  Ithaca  —  Brenner’s 
home  —  protested  the  sensationalistic 
headline  and  article  which  they  said  blamed 
the  women  for  the  attack.  Demonstrations 
and  educational  efforts  aimed  at  the  Ithaca 
Journal  were  successful,  said  Brenner, 
because  the  paper’s  coverage  of  the  case  im¬ 
proved  dramatically. 

Brenner,  who  now  works  part-time  with 
an  architectural  firm  in  Ithaca,  also  praised 
the  support  she  received  both  from  the 
Ithaca  lesbian/gay  community  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  officials  involved  in  the  case. 
“Unlike  other  lesbian  and  gay  victims  of 
violence,  I  was  treated  very  well.  One  of  the 
reasons  I  went  public  about  what  happened 
to  Rebecca  and  me  is  to  cut  through 
homophobia.  Almost  nobody  can  condone 
such  a  horrible  act.  Making  ignorance  and 
bigotry  public  is  one  way  to  defeat  it.  Maybe 
this  will  help  others  in  the  future,”  said 
Brenner. 

“Although  the  healing  process  has  taken 
place  on  a  personal  level,  much  can  be  done 
to  support  victims  on  other  levels  as  well,” 
said  Brenner.  “I  have  received  support  from 
a  broad  coalition  of  people  including  people 
at  the  trauma  unit  of  the  hospital  I  was 
taken  to,  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in 
Ithaca,  even  the  cops.  Most  are  not  so  for¬ 
tunate.” 

“Rebecca  and  I  were  lovers,”  said  Bren¬ 
ner  in  a  prepared  statement  following  the 
verdict.  “As  the  judge  ruled,  nothing  about 
who  we  were  or  our  love  for  each  other 
could  be  considered  motivation  for  the 
outrageous,  inhumane  violence  that 
Stephen  Roy  Carr  perpetrated  against  us.” 

Note:  Brenner  wishes  to  thank  the  many 
GCN  readers  who  contributed  money  and 
support.  Brenner  still  faces  considerable 
medical  and  legal  expenses.  Donations  to 
the  Claudia  Brenner  Fund  can  be  sent  care 
of  Family  and  Children  Services  of  New 
York,  204  North  Cayuga  Street,  Ithaca, 
NY  14850.  □  filed  from  Boston 
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Berlin 


Marinka:  It  was  formed  in  1982  when  a  new 
bill  was  being  prepared  that  proposed  the 
draft  for  women.  A  group  of  women,  in¬ 
cluding  some  lesbians,  spontaneously  came 
together  to  talk  about  that.  Soon  a  division 
arose  between  women  who  were  only 
against  that  law  and  for  peace  and  women 
who  wanted  to  do  more  together,  including 
[dealing  with  the  issue  of]  their  lesbianism. 
As  a  small  group  of  five  women,  [the  latter] 
first  contacted  a  gay  group  here  in  Berlin. 
Soon  enough  they  split  up  again,  though, 
and  the  lesbians  went  on  as  a  women-only 
group.  I  heard  about  the  circle  from  a  friend 
and  that  is  how  I  got  to  know  lesbians. 
Before  I  joined  I  only  knew  one  lesbian. 

The  women  who  visit  our  group  are  usual¬ 
ly  between  20  and  30  years  old  and  have  jobs 
in  all  strata  of  society.  However,  I  think  that 
among  the  women  who  visit  gay  bars  there 
are  fewer  intellectuals  and  I  suppose  that 
these  women  seek  contact  more  through 
circles  of  friends  than  through  the  activities 
of  a  study  group  like  ours. 

Along  with  the  lesbian  group  and  the  gay 
men’s  group  there  are  another  three  mixed 
groups  in  Berlin.  In  a  number  of  other  cities 
there  are  also  such  groups.  Once  a  year  all 
these  groups  come  together.  Then  ex¬ 
periences  are  exchanged,  there  are  speakers 
or  plans  are  made.  For  instance,  we  might 
discuss  how  we  can  achieve  [the  goal]  of  get¬ 
ting  homosexual  issues  addressed  in  agen¬ 
cies  dealing  with  sexual  problems. 

Sybilla:  Why  is  there  a  lesbian  group  only  in 
Berlin? 

Marinka:  From  the  tradition  of  the  ’20s  there 
are  gay  bars  mainly  in  Berlin.  Here  there  are 
more  lesbians  who  come  out  than  in  the  rest 
of  the  country.  In  the  country  they  live  more 
in  the  closet,  and  there  are  few  possibilities 
to  go  out.  That  is  why  many  women  from 
smaller  cities  come  here,  of  course. 

As  far  as  homosexuality  goes,  the  GDR  is 
the  most  progressive  of  the  Eastern  Bloc 
countries.  Poland  is  very  Roman-Catholic; 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Rumania  it  is  pro¬ 
hibited;  in  Hungary  it  has  been  permitted 
only  recently;  in  Czechoslovakia  it  is  being 
ignored  and  Bulgaria  is  backward.  And 
because  here  there  is  more  contact  with  the 

i”  of  East 


Two  lesbians  talk  about  the  first  lesbian 
group  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic, 
whether  or  not  to  stay  in  their  country  and 
making  contact  with  other  East  German 

lesbians 


By  Sybilla  Claus 

Translated  from  the  Dutch  version,  which 
appeared  in  the  Dutch  lesbian  /gay  magazine 
Sek,  by  Marian  Driessen  and  Carla  Kuiken 


I  visited  East  Berlin  one  year  ago.  At  that 
time,  I  interviewed  two  lesbians  who 
belong  to  the  first  established  lesbian 
group  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 
Since  my  visit,  a  second  lesbian  group  has 
formed  in  the  southern  city  of  Jena. 

These  lesbian  groups,  as  well  as  those  that 
exist  primarily  for  gay  men,  are  organized 
within  the  church,  which  is  the  only  place 
one  can  be  politically  active  outside  the  par¬ 
ty  or  unions.  Ten  cities  have  groups  for  men. 

The  average  homosexual  man  in  the  GDR 
is  rather  moderate-minded  and  finds  the 
points  of  view  of  the  handful  of  lesbians 
much  too  radical.  Therefore,  the  ladies  are 
known  as  “The  Terror  Dykes.” 

Apart  from  these  groups,  there  are  mixed 
gay  bars  and  until  recently  there  were  squat¬ 
ter  houses  where  gay  people  would  go.  A 
new  law  against  squatting  that  allows  for 
stiff  fines  has  eliminated  squatter  houses.  In 
terms  of  culture,  the  few  women’s  books 
and  records  that  you  see  have  been  smuggled 
from  the  West. 

Some  lesbians  want  to  leave  the  GDR, 
and  several  have  done  so  in  the  past  years. 
Reasons  for  departure  that  are  officially 
recognized  are  marriage  to  a  man  in  Western 
Europe,  family  reunion  or  political 
grounds. 

Of  the  two  women  I  interviewed,  one  — 
Martina  —  has  been  trying  to  get  an  exit  visa 
to  go  West  Germany  to  join  her  woman 
friend  there.  Martina  currently  lives  in  East 


Berlin.  She  is  loosely  affiliated  with  the  dyke 
group  in  that  city,  and  works  in  a  bookstore. 
The  other  lesbian  I  interviewed  is  Marinka. 
She  also  lives  in  East  Berlin,  is  very  active  in 
the  lesbian  group  and  is  a  journalist.  She  is 
34  years  old. 

I  asked  Marinka  to  talk  about  their 
group,  which  every  other  week  organizes 
meetings  on  a  certain  theme  for  30-50  les¬ 
bians.  We  also  talked  about  discrimination 
and  problems  with  housing.  I  talked  with 
Martina  about  her  reasons  for  wanting  to 
leave  the  GDR,  actions  by  the  state  against 
the  lesbian  group,  and  how  she  came  out. 

Part  I:  Sybilla  and  Marinka 

Sybilla:  Is  there  a  lesbian  movement  in  the 

GDR? 

Marinka:  No,  movements  in  which  the  State 
is  not  interested  have  no  possibility  of  ex¬ 
istence.  Officially,  homosexuality  is  not 
against  the  law,  but  we  cannot  demonstrate 
and  we  have  no  access  to  the  media.  The 
point  of  view  of  the  State  is  that  homosexuals 
should  integrate,  not  emancipate.  Our  work 
circle  [lesbian  group]  is  not  public  and  only 
insiders  know  of  our  existence.  Not  even  all 
Berlin  lesbians  know  of  our  group,  let  alone 
the  heterosexuals.  As  long  as  our  activities 
remain  limited  to  people  we  know,  one  can¬ 
not  call  it  a  movement.  I  think  you  can  only 
call  it  a  movement  if  a  theoretical  exchange 
is  taking  place  as  well  and  that  is  practically 
impossible  here.  There  is  no  feminist  or 
peace  movement  here,  either.  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  groups  of  peace  women,  but  there  is  no 
contact  between  them. 

Sybilla:  How  did  your  lesbian  group,  the 
“Work  Circle,”  come  into  existence? 


West,  one  sooner  hears  about  the  existence 
of,  for  example,  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment. 

Sybilla:  How  about  discrimination  of  les¬ 
bians  here? 

Marinka:  Many  people  are  prejudiced 
against  us.  Women  who  dress  in  an  ex¬ 
travagant  way  are  approached  especially 
negatively.  [But]  when  I  walk  alone  or  with  a 
girlfriend  nothing  ever  happens  to  me.  The 
way  people  react  depends  on  the  social  set¬ 
ting  in  which  you  are.  People  who  have  had 
a  higher  education  act  more  tolerantly  about 
it.  They  know  it  is  not  our  fault  and  that  it  is 
not  morally  wrong.  But  total  acceptance 
does  not  exist  either.  People  can  not,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  say  out  loud  the  word 
“homosexual.” 

No  one  rejected  me  after  my  coming  out. 
Most  people  say:  “As  long  as  you  are  hap¬ 
py.”  I  think  many  lesbians  have  problems 
with  their  parents.  To  my  own  mother  the 
biggest  disappointment  is  that  I  won’t  have 
any  children.  At  work  they  all  know;  it  was 
no  problem  although  a  few  of  my  colleagues 
can  not  say  out  loud  the  word  “homosex¬ 
uality.”  But  one  of  them,  a  woman,  passes 
information  about  homosexuality  on  to  me. 
We  also  crack  jokes  about  it. 

To  be  dismissed  for  homosexuality  is  a 
very  rare  thing  here  anyway.  But  when  all 
your  colleagues  are  against  you,  you  will 
leave  of  your  own  accord.  Legally  homosex¬ 
ual  acts  with  minors  under  18  are  punishable 
(for  heterosexuals  this  limit  is  16),  if  it  is 
reported  by  somebody.  A  17-year-old  from 
our  group  had  a  lover  who  was  23.  Her 
parents  reported  her  lover,  who,  as  a  result 
of  that,  got  a  conditional  sentence  of  two 
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and  a  half  years.  The  17-year-old  has  been 
examined  in  a  mental  hospital.  Moreover, 
her  father  wanted  to  put  her  on  ward.  Her 
mother  is  a  teacher,  her  father  an  engineer. 
This  happened  in  Dresden  which  is  com¬ 
monly  viewed  as  a  backward  area. 

There  is  some  discrimination  in  cafes  too 
and  even  in  gay  bars.  Discrimination  against 
lesbians  happens  in  the  gay  bars  because  in 
general  we  have  less  money  than  men.  So  we 
have  to  wait  longer  before  being  served  or 
we  are  treated  unkindly.  In  the  old  days  we 
had  a  favorite  pub  where  we  were  very 
popular  with  the  waiters,  but  not  with  the 
headwaiters.  Everybody  in  the  pub  knew 
about  us  because  we  did  everything  very 
openly:  touching,  kissing,  etc.  The>  head- 
waiters  tried  to  get  rid  of  us  and  told  the 
waiters  to  put  “reserved”  cards  on  the 
tables.  But  the  waiters  refused  and  told  us, 
“Please  do  come  here,  otherwise  it’s  so 
dull.” 

Sometimes  we  go  as  a  group  to  normal 
bars  and  we  are  often  treated  kindly. 

As  far  as  housing  goes,  when  you  are  not 
married,  you  are  not  allowed  to  apply  for  a 
house  together.  You  can  try  to  get  one, 
though,  by  exchange  of  apartments.  That 
has  not  been  refused  yet.  My  neighbors 
know  that  I’m  a  lesbian,  but  they  don’t  give 
me  any  trouble  in  that  respect. 

Sybilla:  Do  you  have  any  support  from 
heterosexuals? 

Marinka:  At  the  university  a  group  of 
heterosexual  scientists,  theologists,  physi¬ 
cians  and  psychologists  are  active.  They 
plead  for  more  publications  in  the 
newspaper  and  on  television  about 
homosexuality.  They  think  we  should  be 
able  to  get  more  publicity  and  to  have  our 
own  meeting  places.  They  also  plead  for  an 
organization  for  homosexuals  and  for 
changes  in  education  about  sexuality.  The 
group  does  research  in  this  field  and  sends 
emerging  recommendations  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Recently  a  professor  called  Reiner 
Werner  published  a  book  about  homosex¬ 
uality  (the  first  since  World  War  II).  Les¬ 
bians  are  mentioned  in  only  one  sentence: 
“whether  it  is  true  that  lesbianism  is  often 
discovered  after  unsatisfying  contacts  with 
men  is  probable,  but  has  yet  to  be 
examined.” 

However,  through  the  work  of  that  group 
of  scientists,  contact  ads  [personals]  are  per¬ 
mitted  again.  Before  August  of  ’85,  such  ads 
had  been  prohibited  for  four  to  five  years. 
Now  every  week  there  are  two  or  three  such 
ads  in  the  newspaper.  Some  time  ago  I  plac¬ 
ed  an  ad  myself:  “Wanted:  woman  friend  to 
share  my  life  with.”  I  got  34  replies! 


Sybilla:  Why  do  you  stay  in  the  GDR? 

Marinka:  I  wouldn’t  know  what  to  do  in 
Western  Europe.  I  know  that  the  peace 
movement  and  lesbian  movement  are  big 
there,  whereas  what  few  people  used  to  be 
active  here  in  that  respect  have  left.  Many 
people  who  were  important  to  me  have  gone 
away  and  that  depresses  me.  I  can  unders¬ 
tand  each  individual  case,  but  it’s  never 
good  for  a  country  if  many  politically  active 
young  people  leave.  And  the  government 
ought  to  realize  that  gay  people  in  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  [facing  discrimination,  etc.] 
have  more  psychological  problems  and  a 
higher  percentage  of  addictions  to  alcohol 
and  drugs.  A  happy  life  leads  to  higher  pro¬ 
ductivity.  This  implies  that  the  state  would, 
in  the  end,  profit  by  a  really  tolerant  attitude 
towards  homosexuality.  The  contribution 
of  the  five  percent  of  the  population  made 
up  by  homosexuals  is  important. 

Besides,  a  socialist  government  is  suppos¬ 
ed  to  feel  responsible  for  the  well-being  of' 
all  people  who  are  not  enemies  of  the  state. 
That  includes  homosexuals.  Also,  one 
would  expect  the  state  to  have  a  different 
view  from  the  Nazis  who  disapproved  of 
homosexuality.  But  the  government  tells  us 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


ses  of  lesbian/gay  life 
n  East  Germany 


The  Berlin 
Sunday  Club 

From  “private  friendships” 
to  a  social,  educational, 
cultural  group  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men 

This  piece  is  a  translated  version  of  a  paper  presented  at  an  April  23,  1988  meeting  in  Karl- 
Marx-Stadt,  GDR,  called  “ Psychosocial  aspects  of  homosexuality.  ”  The  author,  Ursula 
Sillge,  describes  herself  as  the  “chief  lesbian  ”  of  East  Berlin. 


By  Ursula  Sillge 

Translated  from  the  German  by  A.S.K. 

The  situation  of  homosexual  citizens  is  shaped  by  the  inadequacy  of  opportunities  to 
learn  how  to  behave  and  with  whom  to  identify,  and  by  the  lack  of  positive  role  models 
and  images.  Some  specific  consequences  are  isolation  as  homosexual  women  and  men 
and  difficulty  in  finding  life  partners. 

Prejudice  is  still  current,  and  it  forces  homosexual  citizens  to  alter  or  to  conceal  their  sex¬ 
ual  preferences.  In  order  to  resolve  contradictions  and  conflicts  they  seek  contact  with  other 
homosexual  citizens.  In  the  past  this  has  not  been  possible  or  has  not  been  possible  in  a 
fashion  that  is  appropriate  for  citizens  of  a  socialist  country. 

Since  1968,  when  penalties  against  homosexual  behavior  were  abolished,  there  has  been  a 
variety  of  attempts  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  to  find  approaches  that  permit 
needs  for  social  contact  to  be  fulfilled  and  that  enable  the-interests  of  homosexual  citizens  to 
be  articulated  and  represented  in  our  complexly  divided  society. 

One  of  these  attempts  was  the  circle  of  private  friendships  from  which  the  Berlin  Sunday 
Club  was  developed.  The  length  of  time  over  which  it  has  taken  shape  —  from  approximate¬ 
ly  1978  until  now  —  may  give  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  overcome.  The  re¬ 
quests  of  this  circle  of  friends  led  in  1984  tothe  formation  of  an  interdisciplinary  group  of 
scientists  that  took  as  its  goal  the  preparation  of  position  papers  to  be  submitted  to  the 
responsible  authorities.  As  the  scientists  in  this  group  began  to  deal  with  the  theoretical 
aspects  of  the  situation,  the  homosexual  citizens  involved  in  the  circle  of  friends  were  able  to 
obtain  recognition  as  a  working  group  within  a  youth  organization  in  February  of  1986. 

The  representatives  of  the  Sunday  Club  envision  two  directions  that  cultural  work  with 
and  for  homosexual  citizens  may  take.  One  is  the  provision  of  information  to  and  con¬ 
sciousness  raising  in  heterosexual  citizens.  They  must  be  given  opportunities  to  learn  about 
the  specific  problems  of  homosexual  citizens  and,  through  discussions,  to  break  down  pre¬ 
judices  and  sexual  anxieties.  Only  when  heterosexual  citizens  are  able  truly  to  accept 
homosexual  women  and  men  as  citizens  with  equal  rights  will  the  humanistic  principles  of 
Marxist-Leninist  thought  and  action  be  realized  in  this  regard. 

The  second  role  for  the  Sunday  Club  is  that  of  facilitating  acquaintances  among  homosex¬ 
ual  men  and  women.  This  is  in  response  to  the  needs  that  homosexual  citizens  have  for  social 
contacts,  a  supportive  atmosphere,  and  information  and  communication  regarding  the 
nature  of  homosexuality  with  all  its  consequences,  and  for  role  modeling,  life  partnering, 
and  stabilization  of  partnered  relationships.  Only  when  homosexual  citizens  are  able  to  deal 
forthrightly  and  directly  with  their  homosexuality  can  they  be  truly  at  ease  in  society  and 
develop  along  socialist  lines. 

The  status  of  “working  group”  within  a  youth  association  was  not  adequate  for  the 
fulfillment  of  these  tasks.  It  very  rapidly  became  evident  that  the  women  and  men  who  at¬ 
tended  the  group’s  meetings  were  of  every  age  from  18  upward.  In  addition,  the  region  to  be 
served  by  the  Sunday  Club  encompassed  not  merely  a  single  ward  or  district  but  the  entire 
capital  and  beyond. 

The  club’s  board  of  directors  numbers  some  20  persons,  a  third  of  them  Party  members. 
Importance  is  laid  on  equal  representation  for  men  and  women.  In  order  to  do  justice  to  the 
specific  goals  of  a  club  for  homosexual  citizens,  there  are  divisions  of  responsibility  and 
regions  of  interest. 

The  most  important  divisions  of  responsibility  are  the  organization  of  events,  dealing  with 
mail,  contact  with  institutions,  and  night  duty  [probably  a  hot  line].  The  Sunday  Club  has  a 
post  office  box  (P.O.  Box  229,  Berlin  1030).  Some  300  letters  were  received  from  October 
through  December  of  1987,  and  some  400  from  January  through  April  of  1988.  These  letters 
concern  typical  but  also  very  individual  problems.  When  the  letter-answering  division  feels 
out  of  its  depth,  referrals  are  given  to  the  social  services  for  marriage  and  sexuality  counsel¬ 
ing,  with  which  the  Sunday  Club  has  long  been  on  good  terms.  If  the  letters  come  from  the 
southern  parts  of  the  country,  we  tell  the  writers  about  the  clubs  in  Dresden,  Gera,  and  Leip¬ 
zig,  and,  if  requested,  about  the  support  groups  within  the  churches. 

The  events  that  we  organize  are  lectures,  readings,  discussions,  films,  trips,  and  so  forth. 
They  take  place  twice  a  month.  The  other  two  Sunday  afternoons  are  devoted  to  relaxation 
and  the  enjoyment  of  one  another’s  company  at  “tea  dance.” 

All  the  events  have  been  attended  by  50  to  100  persons,  depending  on  the  theme  of  the  day 
and  on  other  circumstances.  While  we  do  not  inquire  into  the  sexual  preferences  of  those 
who  attend,  we  estimate  that  approximately  10  percent  of  the  audience  is  made  up  of 
heterosexual  citizens  who  are  there  for  various  reasons. 

Aside  from  the  Sunday  afternoon  events,  homosexual  citizens  have  the  opportunity  of 
spending  time  in  smaller  groups.  Literature,  film,  history,  and  photography  are  among  the 
areas  in  which  there  is  active  interest.  The  representation  of  homosexuality  in  each  of  these 
genres  is  discussed  by  the  participants,  who  enjoy  the  friendly  atmosphere  and  actively  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  contributions  to  the  subject. 

Areas  of  interest  such  as  hiking,  bicycle  touring,  and  driving  are  different  facets  of  the 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Hot  spots  in 
East  Berlin 

Including  the  restaurant  in 
which  two  men  married  each 

other 


By  Ursula  Sillge 

An  excerpt,  translated  from  the  German  by  A.S.K. 


The  bars  and  restaurants  in  East  Berlin  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  mostly  on 
Schoenhauser  Allee  and  its  side  streets  in  the  Prenzlaver  Berg  district.  Most  of  the 
patrons  probably  live  in  the  district,  and  when  you  feel  like  going  out,  who  wants  to 
go  a  long  way  from  home? 

On  one  side  of  the  street  is  the  cafe  “Am  Senefelder  Platz,”  which  goes  all  the  way  from 
the  street  back  to  the  rear  courtyard.  In  the  front  room,  there  are  mirrors  above  upholstered 
booths  and  walls  with  green  wood  wainscoting.  Then  there’s  the  bar,  to  your  right,  with  high 
stools  in  front  of  it.  Now  and  then  the  smell  of  good  food  wafts  out  of  the  kitchen. 
Sometimes  there’s  dancing  after  midnight.  While  most  of  the  customers  are  men,  it’s  a  place 
where  women  can  also  feel  comfortable. 

If  you  don’t  know  the  cafe,  you  may  have  to  hunt  for  it  ?  little.  It’s  inconspiculously 
wedged  between  a  small  appliance  store  and  a  stationer’s.  As  you  look  around,  your  glance 
may  fall  on  Alois  Senefelder,  who  sits  on  his  pedestal  across  the  street.  His  name  is  in  mirror 
writing,  because  he  invented  lithography.  He  keeps  a  stony  silence  in  all  seasons,  summer  or 
winter,  as  he  watches  the  goings  and  comings  kitty-corner  back  and  forth  between  the  cafe 
“Am  Senefelder  Platz”  and  the  “Altberliner  Bierstuben.” 

The  friendly  “Altberliner  Bierstuben”  is  open  all  week  long,  never  a  day  off.  The  three 
steps  at  the  door  at  the  corner  lead  directly  down  to  the  bar.  No  high  barstools  here  —  just  a 
high  counter  to  your  left.  If  all  you  want  is  a  quick  beer  and  you  don’t  want  to  sit  down,  turn 
to  your  right,  to  the  little  round  table  in  front  of  the  window.  Go  through  the  room  where 
the  bar  is  and  you’re  in  the  restaurant,  where  sturdy  benches  and  tables,  separated  by 
wrought  iron  partitions,  stand  under  stained-glass  windows  caned  in  lead.  The  windows  and 
pictures  on  the  walls  show  scenes  of  Berlin.  On  the  menu  there  are  old-fashioned  Berliner  ex¬ 
pressions  that  nobody  uses  nowadays.  There’s  a  tall  grandfather  clock  at  the  entrance  to  the 
restaurant.  It  still  works,  but  although  I’ve  been  in  the  “Altberliner  Bierstuben”  any 
number  of  times  I’ve  never  heard  it  chime. 

The  customers  are  mixed,  both  gay  and  straight,  but  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  in  the  ma¬ 
jority.  The  food  and  beer  are  good  and  inexpensive.  Of  course  there  are  other  things  to  drink 
as  well. 

J.  and  R.  celebrated  their  “lavender  wedding”  at  the  “Altberliner  Bierstuben”  on  New 
Year’s  Day  of  1986.  After  Reverand  B.  in  Berlin-K.  blessed  their  union  officially,  they,  the 
pastor  and  his  wife,  and  Ursula  and  Inge  (as  best  man  and  matron  of  honor)  came  here  for 
the  wedding  dinner.  It  was  the  first  time  in  East  Germany  that  two  men  married  each  other. 
While  the  pastor  was  reprimanded  by  his  religious  superiors,  there  were  no  legal  conse¬ 
quences. 

The  wrought  iron  lamps  of  the  “Altberliner  Bierstuben”  give  it  a  pleasant  atmosphere. 
When  it  closes,  you  can  wait  for  Konnopke  to  open  his  sausage  stall  there  in  the  shadow  of 
the  municipal  building  at  5  AM,  and  you  can  get  a  hearty  breakfast.  □ 
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Terror  Dykes 

Continued  from  center:  pread 

we  have  no  problems,  because  everybody  is 
equal  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  oppres¬ 
sion. 

From  a  material  point  of  view,  I’m  all  in 
favor  of  socialism,  but  from  a  democratic 
stance,  I  think  many  things  have  gone  wrong 
in  this  country.  I  do  not  have  much  hope 
here. 

But  I  expect  even  less  in  Western  Europe. 
You  may  have  pluralism  and  public 
movements  and  it’s  possible  to  have 
demonstrations,  but  the  police  use  tear  gas 
on  you.  And  anyway,  being  allowed  to  say 
what  you  think  won’t  change  a  thing.  I’m 
not  feeling  good  about  everything  here,  but 
at  least  I  know  who  I’m  dealing  with. 

Part  li:  Sybilla  and  Martina 
Sybilla:  Can  you  talk  about  why  you  are  try¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  GDR? 

Martina:  I  cannot  bear  to  play  hide-and- 
seek.  Therefore  I  requested  permission  to 
leave  [two  and  one-half  years  ago]  and  nam¬ 
ed  my  being  a  dyke  as  the  motivation.  Their 
reaction  [the  state’s]  is  to  take  on  a  father  or 
mother  role.  They  say,  “you’ll  find  yourself 
a  husband  yet.  ”  They  don’t  take  me  serious¬ 
ly  as  a  dyke.  I’ve  written  letters  to  the  City 
Council,  to  the  Home  Minister,  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  None  of  my  letters  have  been 
answered.  Being  a  lesbian  is  not  a  valid 
reason  for  emigration.  In  two  years,  I’ve 
had  four  interviews  with  the  authorities.  My 
request  is  being  rejected  because  it  cannot  fit 
in  the  existing  categories.  Maybe  in  the 
future,  they  will  also  consider  humanitarian 
reasons  that  aren’t  explicitly  named  in  these 
laws. 

In  the  meantime  I  just  go  on  writing. 
What  else  can  I  do?  I  feel  they  are  waiting 
for  me  to  publicize  my  demands  so  they’ll 
have  an  excuse  to  arrest  me.  Then  they’ll  ex¬ 
patriate  me  on  grounds  that  I  am  politically 
unacceptable.  They  don’t  declare  people  to 
be  politically  unacceptable  for  homosexuali¬ 
ty,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  my  being  a  lesbian 
is  my  main  reason  for  wanting  to  leave,  and 
that  is  political,  isn’t  it? 

Sybilla:  Do  you  have  other  reasons  for  wan¬ 
ting  to  leave? 

Martina:  I  feel  so  hemmed  in.  My  develop¬ 
ment,  concerning  lesbianism,  interests, 
political  directions, is  limited  by  the  system. 
One  has  to  swallow  a  lot.  Many  people  in 
this  country  are  afraid  to  express  their  opi¬ 
nions  about  the  political  situation.  Some 
still  see  possibilities  to  do  something  for 
themselves  here.  I’m  not  so  optimistic.  I  get 
sick  of  the  complete  lack  of  self-criticism  of 
this  government.  There  is  only  one  press:  the 
party’s.  Things  that  are  condemned  in  other 
countries,  such  as  police  aggression,  happen 
here,  too.  Instead  of  advertising  billboards, 
we  have  political  mottoes  such  as  “The  Par¬ 
ty’s  program  is  the  people’s  program.” 

Then  there’s  the  fact  that  to  have  a 
demonstration,  one  has  to  have  permission 
from  the  authorities.  In  practice,  therefore, 
only  the  party’s  youth  organization  gets  per¬ 
mission,  or  sometimes,  rarely,  the  church. 
Three  years  ago  there  was  a  plan  to  form  a 
peace  chain  of  people  from  the  Russian  em¬ 
bassy  to  the  American  embassy.  The 
government  just  saw  this  as  a  provocation. 
People  who  were  engaged  in  the  planning 
were  arrested  and  interrogated  about  it. 

Sybilla:  1  heard  that  there  was  also  an  action 
against  your  dyke  group  by  the  state. 

Martina:  Every  year  in  April  there’s  a 
memorial  day  in  the  women’s  concentration 
camp  at  Ravensbruck.  Last  year  women 
from  our  work  circle  wanted  to  place  a 
wreath  at  the  camp  in  memory  of  the  les¬ 
bians  who  were  murdered  there.  These 
women  were  followed  and  arrested  on  their  way 
to  Ravensbruck.  They  were  held  in  a  truck 
for  hours  and  treated  rudely  and  then  they 
were  sent  home. 

Another  incident  took  place  in  July  of 
’85.  Six  women  from  our  group  wanted  to 
go  to  Czechoslovakia.  Another  woman, 
who  had  a  relationship  with  C.,  one  of  the 
six,  had  already  left  the  country  and  would 
meet  the  six  in  Czechoslovakia.  The  police 
knew  about  the  women’s  relationship  and 
that  they  wanted  to  get  together  one  more 
time.  At  the  border  the  group  was  arrested 
and  interrogated  for  an  entire  night.  The 
police  said  C.  had  intended  to  flee  the  coun¬ 
try  and  was  using  the  others  as  a  cover. 
They  were  allowed  to  go  on,  but  C.  had  to 
go  back.  They  took  away  her  passport  and 
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gave  her  a  document  which  makes  her  easily 
recognizable  to  any  police  officer  or  civil 
servant,  and  on  which  she  can’t  travel 
abroad  anymore. 

Sybilla:  Could  you  talk  generally  about  what 
it’s  like  for  you  to  live  here  as  a  dyke? 

Martina:  In  the  streets,  people  react  very  ag¬ 
gressively.  They  say  things  like  “What  you 
need  is  a  good  husband”  or  “Up  against  the 
wall  and  a  screw.”  Or  the  rejection  is  plain 
on  their  faces.  Recently  I  was  walking  with  a 
woman  friend  and  a  man  said,  “You  seem 
to  think  it’s  all  right  to  be  lesbians!”  He  had 
a  disgusting  look  on  his  face  and  he  spat. 

At  my  work  in  the  bookstore  —  in  a  col¬ 
lective  with  nine  others  —  I  don’t  have  to 
conceal  it.  My  colleagues  are  very  tolerant. 
Two  gays  worked  there  before  I  came,  so  I 
was  lucky.  Many  people  will  encounter  a  lot 
of  intolerance,  in  factories  for  instance,  but 
also  in  artistic  circles. 

[Generally  I’ve  found  it  very  hard  to  meet 
lesbians.]  Even  though  I’ve  known  I  was  a 
lesbian  since  I  was  12  years  old,  1  never  met 
other  dykes  until  1  got  into  the  Berlin  group 
about  a  year  ago.  Before  that  I  only  had  af¬ 
fairs  with  heterosexual  women.  Pro¬ 
blematic,  but  not  all  that  bad.  I  used  to  go  to 
bars,  which  I  didn’t  like,  to  try  to  meet 
dykes.  It  seemed  superficial  to  me,  just 
looking  for  somebody  for  a  single  night.  I 
really  hate  that. 

When  I  was  20,  I  lived  with  a  French 
woman  for  a  year  and  a  half.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  here  and  later  returned  to  France. 
Because  of  this  girlfriend  I  had  a  direct 
reason  to  talk  about  my  lesbianism  to  my 
friends.  Since  then  I’ve  developed  a  very 
self-assured  attitude.  And  now  that  I  know 
other  lesbian  women,  I  feel  stronger  and  no 
longer  alone.  □ 

Flower 

Continued  from  page  3 

without  heterosexual  coercion.  Co-ire, 
album  systematique  del’enfance  (Fontenay- 
sous-Bois:  Recherches,  1976),  with  Rene 
Scherer,  demythologizes  the  assumptions 
that  have  grown  up  around  childhood  sex¬ 
uality.  Les  petits  garcons  (Paris:  Albin 
Michel,  1983)  [floys]  fictionalized  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  French  government  to  instigate 
a  witch  hunt  in  southern  France  against  the 
O.K.  Corral,  a  boys’  school. 

In  the  ’80s  Hocquenghem  developed  a 
Gnostic  understanding  which  applied  Alex¬ 
andrian  wisdom  from  the  first  and  second 
century  Mediterranean  to  the  20th  century. 
With  Rene  Scherer  he  wrote  L  ’ame  atomi- 
que,  pour  une  esthethique  d’ere  nucleaire 
(Paris:  Albin  Michel,  1986)  [Atomic  Spirit, 
Towards  a  Nuclear  Age  Esthetic],  Atomic 
Spirit  explored  a  free,  sensual  epicurian 
vitality,  which  would  reawaken  dandyism  or 
gravite  dans  le  frivole  [Baudelaire: 
“seriousness  inside  frivolity”].  Fin  de  sec¬ 
tion  (Paris:  Christian  Bourgeois,  1976),  a 
collection  of  short  stories,  attracted  little  at¬ 
tention,  but  Hocquenghem’s  fiction  soon 
won  a  large  audience  as  he  developed  his 
epicurean  and  gnostic  themes.  L  ’amour  en 
relief  (Paris:  Albin  Michel,  1982;  Michael 
Whisler,  translator,  Love  in  Relief,  New 
York:  Sea  Horse  Press,  1986)  follows  the 
liaisons  of  a  young  Tunisian  boy  who  is 
blinded  and  never  sees  how  beautiful  he  is. 
La  colere  de  I’agneau  (Paris:  Albin  Michel, 
1985)  [Wrath  of  the  Lamb]  pursues  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  through  many  revelations. 
Eve  (Paris:  Albin  Michel,  1987)  crosses 
science-fiction  with  Genesis  myths  and  the 
author’s  own  physical  changes  with  AIDS. 
Les  Voyages  et  aventures  extraordinaires  du 
frere  Angelo  (Paris:  Albin  Michel,  1988) 
[Fra  Angelo’s  Amazing  Adventures], 
published  the  day  after  Hocquenghem’s 
death,  chronicles  an  Italian  monk’s  travels 
with  conquistadors  in  America. 

Like  the  monk  or  the  blind  Tunisian, 
Hocquenghem  travelled  widely  and  mar¬ 
velled  at  the  wonders  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  of  the  American  hemisphere.  Every¬ 
where  he  went  he  carried  a  notable  beauty 
and  a  boyish  innocence;  he  never  abandond- 
ed  the  joy  of  adolescent  rebellion,  which  he 
was  able  to  hone  with  the  finest  arsenal  of 
contemporary  French  philosophy.  While  he 
could  cross  wits  easily  with  Michel  Foucault, 
Roland  Barthes  or  other  great  intellects  of 
the  time,  he  preferred  to  live  in  a  working 
class  neighborhood  (rue  de  Martyrs)  or  in  an 
abandonded  country  railroad  shack  where 
he  lived  much  of  the  year  at  Saint  Amand 
Montrond  with  Rene  Scherer.  There  he  was 
able  to  finish  and  see  through  production  his 
last  novel  with  his  final  message:  we  live  in 
dangerous  and  exciting  times.  □ 
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Sunday  Club 

Continued  from  centerepread 

club  that  are  equally  appreciated.  They  also 
offer  social  contact  and  communication 
related  to  common  interests.  The  AIDS 
discussion  group  is  concerned  with  the 
general  and  particular  aspects  and  conse¬ 
quences  of  AIDS,  but  especially  with  ques¬ 
tions  that  relate  to  homosexual  men  and 
women. 

A  discussion  group  for  homosexual 
mothers  and  fathers  is  planned.  Almost  all 
the  “special  interests”  organize  a  Sunday 
afternoon  event  once  a  year. 

The  participants  in  the  group  with  an  in¬ 
terest  in  theoretical  issues  attempt  to  en¬ 
courage  research  work  by  scientists  and 
scientific  institutions.  Several  members  of 
the  Sunday  Club  are  themselves  carrying  out 
scientific  studies  in  various  scientific 
disciplines. 

Publicity  work  has  various  aspects. 
Representatives  of  the  Sunday  Club  have 
taken  part  in  television  and  radio  broadcasts 
and  in  a  documentary  film.  Journalistic  ar¬ 
ticles  or  books  are  encouraged  or  written  by 
members.  Publicity  work  also  consists  of 
lectures  and  in  cooperative  work  on  the 
events  held  by  other  clubs  or  societies.  □ 
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COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
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Counseling 


Cat!  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
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HACK  HAY  1HJDKSMITH 

Boston's  unk  amplete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  baeklist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


WHEN  WAS  THE 
LAST  TIME  YOU 
GOT  CHANGE  FROM 
YOUR  DOLLAR? 


When  you  give  to  Community  Works, 
we  put  your  money  to  work  for  people, 
justice,  and  social  change: 

•  Creating  affordable  child  care 
options  for  low-income  families 

•  Ending  violence  against  women 

•  Fighting  AIDS-related  discrimination 

•  and  much,  much  more 

IT  S  TIME  TO  PUT  YOUR  MONEY 
TO  WORK  FOR  CHANGE. 

Donate  through  payroll  deduction 
or  directly  to: 

COMMUNITY  WORKS 
25  West  Street 

Boston,  MA  02111  COMMUNITY 

(617)  423-9555 
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SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 
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COMMUNITY^ 

HEALTH  -..a> 
CENTER  mar 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Massage 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

1 6  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 

medical  services  •  HIV  outpatient  treatment 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  267-0900 

counseling  •  research  •  community  services 


Nobody  Ever 
Taught  You 

how  to  build  a  circle  of 
friends  in  a  new  city. .  how  to 
distinguish  between  friend¬ 
ship,  sex  and  romance. . . 
how  to  create  or  join  a  gay 
family. .  .which  part  of  the 
community  is  for  you. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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Full  Country 
Breakfast 
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L-aurie  TinKham 
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Box  676  Lamb's  Mill  Rd. 

NAPLES  ME.  04055 
207-643 -6 ZS3 


Small  country  inn 
nestled  m  the  heart 
of  Maine's  western 
laKes  and  mountains 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 
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a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  villinc 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchance  of 
toods/seivices.  Throuch  a  trade  exchance  you  receive 
many  benefits  includinc ,  hie  her  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaXs  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  callinc 

1  800  -  426  -  7164  or  513  -  767  -  7198 

via  post  1 1 3  E  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Sprincs,  Ohio  45387 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


for 
Ja 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  5 24-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


DECEMBER  11,  1988  •  3  PM 
DECEMBER  13,  1988  •  8  PM 

JORDAN  HALL 

AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 


TICKETS  $18,  $14,  &  $9 
BOX  OFFICE:  536-2412 


ALSO  AT:  TICKETRON,  GLAD 
DAY,  FRITZ,  A  OUT  OF  TOWN 
CHARGE  TICKETS:  720-3434 
SUBSCRIPTION  4  GROUP 
SALES:  CALL  482-2527 

SION  LANGUAGE  INTIEPEITID 


PAGE  12  □  NOV.  27-DEC.  3,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  10  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Sometimes,  very  shy,  but  cute  Latin  woman  seeks  others 
30-plus  for  friendship  or  more.  I'm  34,  enjoy  foreign 
movies,  dancing  and  natural  foods.  Respond  to  GCN 
Box  95. _ (20) 

SUMMER  CHICKEN 

My  luscious  shack-bunny,  now  that  we  have  reached 
that  magical  1  year  mark  we  can  stop  counting  the  mon¬ 
ths  and  perhaps  dare  to  go  beyond  mere  merging  to 
achieve  total  lesbian  fusion.  The  coming  year  holds 
many  promises:  the  air-rut  will  become  a  new  craze;  new 
insights  about  living  may  be  revealed;  Tad  and/or  Patsy 
may  sprout  forth;  and  I  may  take  up  reading.  Glad  the 
b-day  gift  hit  the  spot.  Here's  looking  at  your  azure 
pools.  J.Sue _  (20) 

SON  AND  LOVER 

GWM  52,  chunky,  smooth,  good  looking,  easy  going, 
seeks  younger  Greek  active  companion  to  share  home 
and  bed.  No  drugs.  GCN  Box  500. _ (25) 

WRITERS  WANTED 

To  be  in  newly  forming  feminist  writer’s  group.  Write  to 
Carrie/GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston  MA  02116.  (22) 

CONSENTING  ADULTS 

For  the  male  who  doesn't  want  to  attend  social  func¬ 
tions,  parties,  or  vacations  alone.  Call  Madison  at  (702) 
641-  6849  for  a  male  escort  service.  Reasonable  rates. 
(20) _ , 

HONESTY  ONLY  PLEASE! 

Wanted:  Sincere  honest  gay  womyn  or  men  who  are 
looking  for  a  monogamous  relationship.  Let  us  help  in 
your  search.  Connections,  Ltd.  (617)  353-0256  or  (508) 
875-3224. _ (26) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN's  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469.  _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Overweight  gay  man  seeks  other  overweight  gay  man  to  form 
weight  loss  support  group. _ (23) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  (508)  744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
(29) _ 

LESBIAN  PROFESSORS  UNITE! 

LF  Univ.  prof,  seeks  same  to  form  support  group  for  tenure, 
writing  politics,  etc.  Call  Karen  (617)  391-5052. _ (21) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven't  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out,  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


SERVICES 


PERSONAt  HEAtTH 


•General  Medical  Core  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

 1 755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  252-Udlr-- 


SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Troubled  People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays  & 
Lesbians  are  not  immune.  All 
respond  to  psychotherapy. 
Adjunct  group  therapy. 

I  encourage  an  initial  interview  at 
no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman,  M.A. 

924-2510 
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Basic  cost 
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Discounts 
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□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15 Vo  $_ 
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Box  service 
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10  Magazine  Street 
"ambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


CLASSIFIEDS 

SERVICES 


Danelle  Paulson 
& 

Carole  Spoerle 
Building  Co.,  Inc. 

Complete  Carpentry  Services 
Residential-Commercial 

864-8181 

Serving  Greater  Boston  &  The 
North  Shore 


HELP  WANTED 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising 
Coordinator 


Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  adver¬ 
tising,  free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns, 
and  other  strategies  to  increase  subscription 
and  newsstand  sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and 
process  weekly  classified  advertising.  Pai- 
ticipate  in  weekly  workings  of  GCN,  in¬ 
cluding  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative,  and  organizational 
skills.  Experience  in  design  or  public  relations 
a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


MODERN  TIMES  CAFE,  CAMBRIDGE 

Work  in  a  pleasant,  women-oriented  environment.  Call 
(617)  354-8371. _ (21) 

SOCIAL  CHANGE  ORG. 

Seeks  person  with  managerial,  organizational  and  public 
relations  skills  to  manage  its  participation  in  payroll 
deduction  campaigns  and  publicity/PR  efforts. 
Fulltime,  salary  19,000,  good  benefits.  Resume  annd 
cover  letter  to  Community  Works,  25  West  Street,  5th 
floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  423-9555.  And  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  employer.  People  of  color,  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
people  with  disabilities,  and  others  encouraged  to  apply. 
(20) _ . 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 
Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491-4205! _ (23) 

REFUGEE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  coordinator 
for  refugee  program.  Requires  fluency  in  Spanish  and 
English,  experience  living  and  working  with  Latino  peo¬ 
ple  (especially  Central  Americans),  and  demonstrated 
community  organizing  skills.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
interest  by  December  2nd  to  Personnel  Coordinator, 
AFSC,  2161  Mass.  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  02140; 
(617)  661-6130.  AFSC  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  and  especially  encourages  ap¬ 
plications  from  women,  people  of  color,  lesbian  and  gay 
people,  people  with  disabilities,  and  ex-prisoners.  (20) 

PART-TIME  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 
Many  positions  available  as  PCA  or  back-up  PCA  for  a 
diabled  writer.  Helping  me  to  shower,  dress.  No  lifting, 
but  perfer  those  with  strength  or  balance.  I  live  in  J.P. 
$7.10  per  hour.  No  taxes.  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it 
ring. _ _ _ (22) 

L.C.S.W.,  L.S.A.C.,  M.S.W.,  C.A.C.  or  other  licen¬ 
sable  professional  to  join  as  an  associate  of  a  rapidly 
growing  private  practice  (soon  to  be  an  agency)  covering 
the  Southern  Maine  area.  Expertise  in  group  and  family 
therapy,  early  sobriety  work,  sexual  abuse  survivors  and 
women’s  issues.  Individual  must  be  creative  and  enjoy 
non-traditional  techniques  such  as  the  power  of  laughter 
and  play.  Apply  with  resume,  references  and  letter  to  In¬ 
tervention  Services,  Kittery  Business  Center,  Route  236, 

Kittery,  Maine  03904  _ _ _ (20) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newswcekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 

Boston,  Mass  021 16. _ _ 

MODERN  TIMES  CAFE  CAMBRIDGE 
seeks  waitresses  for  evening  and  weekend  shifts.  Work 
in  a  pleasant  women-oriented  environment.  Call  (617) 
354-8371. _ (2D 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005.  _ (Ex) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


PROGRAM  MANAGER 


Individual  needed  in  8  bed  respite  center 
servicing  mentally  retarded  adults  living  at 
home.  Resp.  include:  clinical  coordination, 
staff  supervision,  fiscal  management,  liaison 
to  families  &  outside  service  providers  and 
contract  person  for  DMR  respite  coordina¬ 
tors.  Bachelors  plus  2  years.  Clinical/super¬ 
visory  exp.  preferred.  Call  Daniel  Curley, 
617/524-8199.  Vinifen  Corp.  Affirmative 
Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


3LF  sk  LF  25-plus  to  share  friendly  indep.  apt.  in  Bel¬ 
mont  w/us  and  cat.  No  smoke,  drugs.  Pkg.  $256-plus. 
484-53 19  or  484-8527, _ (21) 

Seeking  2F  roommates  to  join  3F  in  multiracial 
household  in  JP.  250-plus  avail,  immed.  Keep  trying  in 
p.m.  524-1303,  leave  a  message. _ (21) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  vegetarian  seeks  responsible  older  roommate  for  sun¬ 
ny,  large  5  room  apt.  Dec.  through  Aug.  Walk  to  Green 
St.,  Orange  Line.  $225  plus.  Call  522-1651 . _ (20) 

LF,  32,  and  mellow  dog  seek  responsible,  easy-going  LF 
to  share  spacious  2BR  apt.  in  No.  Reading  farmhouse.  2 
floors,  sun  deck,  large  yard.  35-45  min.  to  Metro- 
Boston.  $345  plus.  (508)664-0428. _ (20) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Female  roommate  wanted  to  share  lovely  home  in  San¬ 
ford,  Maine.  Rent,  heat,  electricity,  w/d,  etc.,  all  in¬ 
cluded  except  for  telephone.  $450  per  month,  negotiable 
for  services  such  as  house  cleaning,  lawn  mowing,  etc. 
Non-smoker,  no  drugs.  Call  (207)  490-1295  or  (207) 
439-5540. _ (20) 

CAMB/SOM  nice  apartment  near  everything  and  T  on 
quiet  tree-lined  street.  One  responsible  LF  with  humor 
seeks  2L’s.  (25-plus).  No  smoking  or  pets.  For  12/1. 
$342-plus.  (617)623-3166. _  (20) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  large  house. 
Semi-coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last 
month's  rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648.  (20) 

2  LF’s  looking  for  LF  to  share  sunny,  homey  JP  apt. 
near  T  and  parks.  Avail.  Jan.  1.  Pets  ok.  $335-plus.  Call 

522-4368. _ (21) 

LAWRENCE 

Fun  LF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  beautiful  2  bdrm 
townhouse  in  Lawrence.  One  mile  to  routes  93  and  495. 
Washer/dryer,  parking.  $375  plus.  (508)  689-3528.  (20) 
2  LFs,  28  and  23,  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF  with 
sense  oT  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apartment. 
Have  cal  who  wants  feline  companion.  Available  1/1, 
$3 10  plus,  776-7909. _ (20) 

LF  wanted  to  share  great  apt  in  JP.  Close  to  T  off  street 
parking  avail  now/Dec.  $350  pus.  non-smoker. 
524-4087, _ (20- 

Gav  man  wanted  to  share  large  J.P.  apt.  2  minutes  from 
Forest  Hills  Orange  line  stop.  $265  plus  utils.  Should  be 
easy  going  with  sense  of  humor.  No  Republicans  or 
closet  cases.  Call  Mike  or  Fred  at  524-8682  or  Mike  at 
864-4810  (days  only).  Available  January  1st, _ (23) 

L  seeks  L  for  sunny  6  room  apartment  in  Cambridge 
near  Fresh  Pond.  $390  plus  utilities.  Available  1/1. 
Porch,  garden,  w/d.  Easy  access  to  Harvard  Sq.  Non- 
smoker,  876-2653. _ (21) 

SEEKING  COMPATIBLE^ 

Roommate  L  w/8  yr.  old  and  2  cats.  Spacious  2nd  fl  6 
rm.  Newton  Corner  apt.  $350  plus  util.  Prefer  non- 
smoker,  Ala-non  aware.  Call  Martha  or  leave  message 

on  machine.  244-5029. _ (20) 


ROOMMATE  WANTEI 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

COMFORTABLE  GROUP  HOUSE 

LF  roommate  needed  for  large,  luxurious  Victorian 
house  on  quiet  lane  in  Jamaica  Plain.  House  currently 
has  2LFs  and  4GMs,  4  baths,  3  living  rooms,  fireplaces, 
and  much  more.  Neat,  responsible,  non-smokers  only. 
Available  Dec.  1 .  Where  else  can  you  get  a  huge  room,  a 
yard,  2  decks,  stained  glass,  and  hardwood  floors  for 
only  $350/mo  plus  utilities?  Call  (617)  524-9927  or  (617) 
522-6350. _ (20) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

We  found  our  third.  We  need  one  more  to  complete  our 
home.  We  are  3LFs.  Our  apartment  is  the  second  and 
third  floor  of  a  house.  Spacious,  sunny,  woodstove, 
close  to  Orange  and  Green  Lines.  Semi-coop,  veggie, 
225  plus.  Call  (617)  522-9351.  (19) 


VACATIONS 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  Farmhouse/Inn  nestled  in  Vermont’s  mountains. 
X-country  ski  from  our  door,  downhill  nearby  at  Stowe. 
Lesbian  owned  and  operated.  Gay  men  welcome.  Veg. 
meals,  smoke-free.  Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (27) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 

Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en¬ 
trances  and  free  parking.  Continental  breakfasts,  com¬ 
mon  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central 
Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657, _ (27) 

Provincetown:  July  week  of  timeshare.  Studio  unit. 
Must  sell.  $6200.  Best  offer.  (203)  423-9802.  (20) 


PUBLICATIONS 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS^ 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  0218L _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O,  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18. _ (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking  | 
Friends 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

- _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2 1 84 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
’  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
'  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


BEACON  HILL 

2  bdrm,  sunny,  quiet,  5th  floor  (top)  walk-up,  dishwr,  w/w 
carpet,  common  roofdeck,  w/dryer.  Available  Dec.  1, 
$9Q0/month,  heat  included.  367-3946. _ (20) 

APT.  W/VIEW 

Sunny  Somerville  apt.  I  BR,  off  street  parking,  w/d,  near 
Union  Square,  beautiful  view,  avail.  January  1st.  550.00  in¬ 
cludes  heal.  776-7387,  Lv.  message. _ (21) 

LF  SK S  TENANTS  -  MALDEN 

Large  3  BR  with  low  traffic  office  possibilities.  Hdwd  firs, 
parking,  very  nice,  safe  area,  near  T,  pets  okay,  $1000,  Karen, 
391-5052. _ (21) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  bedrooms,  modem  kitchen,  D/D,  one-car  garage,  rear 
deck,  laundry,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors,  walk-in  closet, 
dead  end  street,  walk  to  T.  $1,000  no  fee.  (617)  524-5238. 
Leave  message. _  (21) 

FREE  TANK  OF  HEAT  Olf” 

Ashmont  sta.  One  bedroom  apt.  $580.  Washer/dryer 
hookup.  No  pets.  Prefer  couple.  Owner  occupied.  825-0215. 
(2  1) _ 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bdrm  apt.  in  lesbian  owned 
house,  off  street  pkg,  trees,  air,  view,  $525  includes  heat  and 
all  util,  436-2528. _  (20) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  bedrooms,  modem  kitchen,  D/D,  one-car  garage,  rear 
deck,  laundry,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors,  walk-in  closet, 
dead  end  street,  walk  to  T.  $950  no  fee.  (617)  524-5238.  Leave 
message. _ (20) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


GF  27  creative  easy  going  and  independent  looking  for  a  space 
convenient  to  the  MBTA  in  Cambridge  or  Boston.  Please  call 

524-9857,  ask  for  Kathy.  _ (20) 


PUBLICATIONS 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob,  Dept.  GCN,  2423,  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

BLACKIOUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN: Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOII. _ [ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room 212  Washington,  DC  20009, _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional.  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, | 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

GCNPrisoner-readers:  PLEASE  SHARE  your! 

GCNs  (when  possible),  rather  than  each  one  of! 
you  asking  for  his/her  own.  (We  really  can’t  send! 
them  free  to  all  *  “ 


WOMEN  &  AIDS 

Making  It,  A  Woman’s  Guide  to  Sex  in  the  Age 
of  AIDS  (in  both  Spanish  and  English!)  is 
available  to  women  in  prison/institulions  for 
FREE  by  writing:  Firebrand  Books,  141  The 
Commons,  Ithaca,  NY  14850. 
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AIDS  in  California  Prisons  —  A  story  about  AIDS 
in  Cal.  prisons  is  being  written  for  a  gay  San  Francisco 
paper  and  the  author  needs  info  from  prisoners  (&■ 
others)  about  prison  conditions  and  policies.  Please  J 
send  to  Miranda,  c/o  GCN-PP,  62  Berkeley,  Boston* 
MA  02116.  _  _ 

>©©©  ©©coo  ©.©oof” 

Anarchist  &  other  anti-boss  prisoners!  I 

A  limited  number  of  Free  copies  of  I 
REALITY  NOW  are  available  to  anti¬ 
authoritarian  prisoners.  Write  now 
before  they’re  all  gone.  Reality  Now/ 
ABC,  PO  Box  6326  Stn.A,  Toronto! 
Ontario  Canada  M5W  1P7.  (PostageJ 
to  Canada  is  30  cents) 

FREE  monthly  publication  about  HOT,  I 
‘Underground’  papers  etc.  (Free  to  prisoners,  but  you 
need  to  let  them  know  you’re  getting  it  every  3-4 
months).  Send  to:  Factsheet  Five,  i  Arizona  Ave, 
Rensselaer,  NY  12144.  _ _ _ _ _ I 


You’v  seen  the  Mirror  of  your  Heart  in  an- 
nothers  eyes.  I’v  searched  yours  while  you’v 
known  the  purpose  of  our  distance  —  yes!  its 
the  same,  the  distance  only  apears  to  reveal  the 
Clossness. 

Just  to  assure  you  and  assurance  can  be  ex¬ 
perienced  in  many  ways. 

And  posibly  something  has  not  been  seen  for 
what  it  realy  is.  To  shallow  of  a  look  and  not 
realizing  Just  how  real  and  deep  some  people 
realy  are. 

Please  send  letters  of  encouragement  to:  David 
Emerson  Rezabek,  34034.  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. _ 

I  would  like  to  meet  a  mature  TS-TV  or  fern  gay 
male  for  correspondence  and  maybe  romance. 
Robert  FOWLER,  79A4178,  PO  Box  338, 
Napanoch  NY  12458. _ 

1 1  would  like  some  penpals  from  the  streets.  We 
are  not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners.  I’m  in 
[trouble  for  loving  young  men  and  will  write 
i  Rock  for  his  bulletins  on  it.  Garnet  VINSON, 
135501,  Box  430,  Dillwyn  VA  23936. 


Lonely  gay  country  boy  wishes  to  hear  from 

[you.  James  DUCKETT,  604011,  B-B209T, 
1  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014. 


I’m  a  gay  man  who  enjoys  dancing,  sunsets,! 
and  nice  long  walks  in  the  rain!  Everyone  calls 
me  Frenchie.  I  would  love  to  hear  from  any  gay 
men.  Frenchie  CASTONGUAY,  PO  Box  803, 
Houlton,  ME  04730. 


I  thirst  yet  again  for  a  drink  at  your  (GCN)  I 

ever-flowing  fountain.  I’m  35,  gay,  often  amus- 1 
ing,  slightly  balding  and  despair  of  ever  filling  j 
the  mailbox  to  my  satisfaction.  1  like  people  and  J 
good  conversation.  I’m  a  builder  of  homes,  fur- 1 
niture  and  good  memories.  Please  write  Philip  | 
GILLESPIE,  67480,  Unit  29-G,  Parchman  MS 
38738. 


U 


1 


.ill 


Kinky  18  yr  old  Spanish  TS.  Dom/Sub.  Loves 
all  sex  and  wants  photos  and  letters.  Please 
write  ‘Tanya’.  Troy  RIVERA,  84B0653,  PO 
Box  51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 
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I’m  a  senior  at  Wilmington  College  (thru  an 
outside  education  program  here  at  the  prison) 
and  my  English  instructor,  because  of  trie  sub¬ 
ject  of  my  senior  research  paper,  informed  me 
that  I  might  get  some  fresh  and  useful  insights 
from  reading  GCN  and  from  writing  to  some  of 
your  readers.  Please  put  me  on  your  list.  Willie 
McLINDON,  181-140,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. 


I’m  seeking  correspondence  with  someone 
who’s  as  fun-loving  as  myself.  Age  does  not 
necessarily  matter.  I’m  known  as  ‘Brandy’  to  ] 
my  friends.  It  would  help  me  a  lot  to  pass  my 
‘time’  to  have  someone  to  ‘talk’  to  regularly. 
Thank  you  for  being  there.  Gary  BOLTON, 
43633,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


Jl’m  interested  in  establishing  friendships  thru 

| correspondence.  I’ve  been  down  for  11  long 
'years.  All  replies  will  be  answered  and  other 
jprisoners  may  write  as  I’m  allowed  mail  from 
[other  institutions.  C.  FITZGERALD,  114885, 
I  Box  27264,  Richmond  VA  23261. _ 


[Bisexual  male  wishes  to  correspond  with  so- 

[meone.  Sex  and  age  don’t  matter.  (Mike, 
|Desiree  Nunn’s  address  is:  119241,  Box  7, 
Shakopee  MN  55379.)  Michael  SNYDER, 
1 87B90,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 


I’m  a  Virgo,  26,  Black,  experienced  and  open 
Gay.  I  seek  to  correspond  with  anyone  out  there 
|  who  is  willing  to  write  a  serious  minded  fern. 
| Toni  WOODS,  150974,  Box  7,  HU-3D,  Mober- 
[ly  MO  65270 _ 


I’d  like  to  write  some  guys  out  there.  Any  race. 
Bruce  WENDEL,  08350-039,  Box  1000,  Milan 
Ml  48160. 


Once  again  I‘m  in  isolation  (for  the  ‘security’  of 
this  camp)  and  dearly  wish  for  a  ptenpal.  It 
seems  like  in  the  past  I’ve  had  some  real  heart- , 
breaking  experiences  with  penpals,  but  I  love  to' 
write.  So,  here  goes:  Seeking  serious-minded  in¬ 
dividual  for  lasting  friendship.  Enjoy  reading, 
writing,  camping,  stamp  collecting  and  much 
more.  Check  me  out.  Frank  WADE,  C-064304, 
PO  Box  99  (MB  130),  D-A/C  14,  Clermont  FL 
32711. 


|  I’m  one  dynamite  artist  and  would  like  to  share 

[my  work  and  ideas  with  other  artists,  plus  I 
need  some  friends.  I’m  lonely.  Please  corres¬ 
pond.  Phillip  Earl  PATTERSON,  PO  Box 
[D-31734,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


“MISTY  BLUE”:  Gay  transvestite,  very  fern,! 
soon  to  be  discharged,  needs  a  warm  man  tol 
love  and  a  home  to  live  at  while  she  looks  for  I 
work.  Please,  is  there  someone  out  there  who  | 
can  give  a  hand?  Richard  WOS1KA,  290-405, 
PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 


Il  was  out  and  active  in  the  gay  population  in 
[California  for  8  yrs  prior  to  my  incarceration 
[(for  larceny  and  escape).  I  would  like  to  write  a 
1  lenpal.  Michael  SANTOS,  22988,  Box  607, 
Jarson  City  NV  89701. 


I  December  □  Experimental  filmmaker  and  poet 
James  Broughton  presents  his  films  and  poetry  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  8pm.  $4.  Info: 


$SM9g 


2  Friday 


617/267-2973. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


26  Saturday 

Boston  □  SEGAL  Turkey  trot  dance.  Bring  a  dessert. 
First  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain  (Unitarian-Universalist)  cor¬ 
ner  of  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  8-1 1  pm.  $5.  Info:  Chris. 
401/431-0822. 

Boston  □  Boston  Whole  Health  Expo  with  SO  free 
seminars  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel.  10-7:30.  $6,  $12/15 
(workshops).  Info:  413/586-4269. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Chrystos,  Native  American  lesbian 
poet  and  author  of  "Not  Vanishing"  reads  at  Red  Book 
Store,  92  Green  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  522-1464. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Craft  Market.  Cambridge 
YWCA,  7  Temple.  1 1  -5pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
6I7/894-920S. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Unitarian-Universalist  Gays  and 
Lesbians  (BUUGL)  will  discuss  bisexuality.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  351  Boylston  St.  7pm.  Info:  617/864-4913  or 
617/232-5189. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  will  have  a  Benefit  Con¬ 
cert  for  ACT-UP.  All  welcome.  1270  Boylston  St. 
6- 1 0pm.  $2. 

Boston  □  Whole  Health  Expo  I  lam-7pm,  see  above 
listing. 

28  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Volunteer  night  at  the  Boston  Bisexual 
Women’s  Network.  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/247-6683. 

29  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  discuss  Marge 
Piercy's  "Gone  to  Soldiers."  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1  donation.  Info:  617/661-3633. 

30  Wednesday 

Sanford,  ME  □  First  potluck  for  Southern  Maine 
Gays  and  Lesbians  United.  Unitarian-Universalist 
Church,  comer  of  Lebanon  (route  202)  and  Main  (route 
109).  7-9pm.  Info:  207/439-5540. 

I  December  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Quilt  See  it  and  Understand.  World 
AIDS  day,  Cydorama  (Boston  Center  for  the  Arts),  539 
Tremont  St.  l2-9pm.  Info:  617/451-9003. 

Boston  □  James  Broughton  will  'be  showing  his  films 
and  reading  poetry  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  8pm.  $4. 
Info:  617/267-2973. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meeting.  Base¬ 
ment  of  Unitarian  church,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info: 
413/527-5310. 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Commit¬ 
tee  meets  the  1st  Thursday  of  every  month.  New 
members  welcome.  City  Hall  room  801.  7pm.  Info: 
232-1716. 

Boston  □  The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  the 
Women's  Center  and  the  Boston  Women’s  AIDS  Project 
sponsor  a  Drop-in  night  for  women  concerned  about 
AIDS.  93  Mass.  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7-9pm.  Childcare  and 
wheelchair.  Info:  617/267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Monogamy  and  Alternatives  will  be  this 
week's  topic  at  The  Group.  All  welcome.  Info: 
617/266-1129. 


Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  films  Another  Country  and  Liana  will 
be  shown  by  the  Boston  University  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance. 
725  Commonwealth  Ave.  room  211.  Free.  Info: 
617/353-9808. 

Cambridge  □  The  Boston  premiere  of  Leila  and  the 
Wolves,  a  film  about  Arab  women.  Introduced  by  Palesti¬ 
nian  actress  Bushra  Karaman.  Bartos  Theatre,  Wiesner 
Building,  20  Ames  St.  (MIT).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Charley  Shively  speaks  on  Josiah  War¬ 
ren:  The  First  American  Anarchist.  Black  Rose  Lec¬ 
ture  Series.  MIT  room  9-150,  105  Mass.  Ave,  8pm.  Info: 
617/524-0781. 

Manchester,  NH  □  New  Hampshire  Gay  Parents 

meet  the  first  Friday  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  Info: 
603/478-5437. 

3  Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  hosts  the  Seventh  Annual  Communi¬ 
ty  Recognition  Awards  dinner.  Reservations  suggested. 
China  Pearl  Restaurant,  9  Tyler  St.  6pm.  $25  (limited 
number  of  low  income  tickets  available).  Info: 
617/789-3730. 

Cambridge  □  Eighth  Annual  Women’s  Craft 

Market.  Open  the  first  3  weekends  in  December.  186 
Hampshire  St.  1 1 -5pm.  Info:  617/894-9205. 

4  Sunday 

Boston  □  Frontrunners  sponsors  The  Yuletide 
Stride,  a  road  race  to  benefit  people  with  AIDS.  The  5 
mile  race  will  begin  and  end  on  Charles  St.  between 
Boston  Common  and  the  Public  Garden.  12  noon.  $10-15 
entry  fee.  Info:  617/266-6294  or  267-2996. 

Somerville  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  hold 
their  fantastic  potluck  at  6pm.  Directions  and  info: 
617/666-2185  or  628-2643. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Craft  Market.  l2-5pm.  See 
12/3. 

5  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Introductory  meeting  for  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  The  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/247-6683. 

Boston  □  Registration  deadline  for  Beyond  the 
Honeymoon  Stage:  A  Workshop  for  Lesbian 
Couples.  Workshop  to  be  held  from  I0am-4pm  on  Sun¬ 
day,  December  llth.  $135  per  couple.  Info: 
617/628-9172  or  924-5380. 

Calendar  compiled  by 
Erik  Moore 


Boston  □  BLAB  with  new  friends  at  the  Bicycling  Les¬ 
bians  Around  Boston  potluck.  7pm.  Info:  Shannon, 
617/776-6442. 

Cambridge  □  Mary  Midgett,  author  of  “Brown  on 
Brown,  Black  Lesbian  Erotica"  leads  self-pleasuring 
workshop.  Sponsored  by  Niobi  Productions.  186 
Hampshire  St.  7pm.  $5.  Info:  617/661-7673.  (Also  12/8.) 

6  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Evening  of  prayer,  meditation  & 
discussion  for  all  affected  by  AIDS.  All  welcome.  Christ 
Church,  Zero  Garden  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info: 
617/876-0200. 

Cambridge  □  New  Group:  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  at 

the  Women's  Center.  See  weekly  section. 

8  Thursday 

Boston  □  Quilting  Bee  for  The  NAMES  Project.  You 
don't  have  to  sew,  just  come  and  be  a  part.  Arlington  St. 
Church,  351  Boylston  St.  6-9pm.  Info:  617/451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Children:  They’re  Not  Just  for 
Heterosexuals  Anymore  Discussion  topic:  An  Ex¬ 
ploration  of  Gay  Parenting.  MIT  Walker  Memorial  (on 
Memorial  Drive).  8pm.  Info:  617/266-1129. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  CJiildren  support 
group.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9pm. 
(w/childcare).  Info:  617/354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Mary  Midgett  leads  self-pleasuring 
workshop.  186  Hampshire  St.  7pm.  $5.  (See  12/5  for 
info.) 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop  to 
collect  AIDS-related  experiences  and  stories  for  theater  music 
piece.  No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret.  209 
Columbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men  meets  at  551  Tremont  St.  $12.  Info: 
617/522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room.  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Boston's  Healing  Circle  Hotline 
617/426-9205. 


Allston  □  Lesbian  volleyball.  All  skills  welcome.  Coached 
drills  and  scrimmage.  Through  November.  West  End  House,  105 
Allston  St.  2:30-5:30pm.  $2.  Info:  Ann  617/524-4884. 

Boston  □  "Boston's  Other  Voice,”  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  11/27, 
Johanne  Blank  and  David  Brillhart  speak  on  the  discussion  forum 
known  as  "The  Group."  12/4  Live  call-in.  WROR  98.5FM. 
1 1 :30pm. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  11/28,  Lesbians  and 
Friendships.  12/5,  Boundaries  in  Dating.  The  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band 

No  auditions.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  Joe 
617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bi!L6T7/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7:30pm. 
Info:  617/49-ACT-UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  12/6,  Relationships: 
Men  vs.  Women.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap.  12/6,  Relationships: 
Men  vs.  Women.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free. 
Info:  617/354-8807.  (TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it  Sisterf"  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston  Rd.  7pm. 
Info:  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T..  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 
meets  for  HIV  positive.  PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  fnends,  and 
the  worried  well.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Boston's  Healing  Circle 
Hotline  617/426-9205. 


Gift  giving  can  often  be  a  demanding  experience... 


“Give  us  something 
outrageous  & 
unforgettable!” 


“Give  us  something 
intense  &  personal. 


“Give  us  something 
challenging  &  thought- 
provoking.  ” 


“ Give  me  something 
brazen  &  bold.” 


“Give  us  something  sexy 
and  explicit.” 


“Give  us  something 
political  &  proud.  ” 


SATISFY  THEM  ALL! 

Give  GCN  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

to  everyone  on  your  holiday  shopping  list. 


Sign  me  up  for  a  subscription/renewal  or  send  a  gift  sub  to: 

Name _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ 


State 


Special  low  rate: 
□  I  year  $25 
(reg.  S33) 


Gift  card  to  read: 


□  New  Sub 

□  Renewal 


Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

City 


Special  low  rates: 

□  I  year  $20  □  6  months  $10 
(reg.  $33)  (reg.  $20) 

Send  a  gift  subscription  to: 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

City 


State _ Zip 

Gift  card  to  read:  _ 


State 


Special  low  rates:  Gift  card  to  read: 

□  I  year  $20  □  6  months  $10  _ 

(reg.  $33)  (reg.  $20)  - 


Gay  Community  News: 

OUTRAGEOUS,  UNFORGETTABLE, 
INTENSE,  PERSONAL,  PROVOCATIVE, 
GROUNDBREAKING,  BRAZEN,  BOLD, 
SEXY,  POLITICAL,  &  PROUD  -  the 
right  kind  of  newspaper  to  satisfy  a 
thoughtful,  active  lesbian  and  gay 
community. 

And  this  year,  it’s  easier  and  more  inexpensive  than  ever 
to  to  give  GCN  to  your  lover,  your  boss,  your  friends, 
your  mother,  your  trick  —  anyone  whose  demanding 
standards  call  for  the  best  and  liveliest  in  gay/lesbian 
joumalism.Just  fill  out  the  forms  here  or  on  page  4,  and 
save  up  to  60%  off  the  already  low  price. 


